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PREFACE. 


. A N amiable girl lives happy with. 

her parents, who take it into 
their heads to inſiſt on her marrying. 
without conſulting her heart: a 
charming young man, who renders 
the intended ſtill more hateful, turns 
her head and runs away with her : 
an artful duegna puts an innocent 
beauty to bed with a Midas: a man 
poſſeſſed of an office which requires 
good morals, ſhews that his are fag 
from regular : a pretty woman quits 
her huſband, to live with her lover: 
Theſe events, which are common, 
become ſtriking only by the circum- 
ſtances that attend them. | 
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The facts on which this work is 
founded, have the merit of deviating 
from the common track: a young 
perſon,” whom a ſeries of imprudences 
Plunges into the moſt frightful 
danger, and who eſcapes it by the 
very means that are uſed to completo 
Ber ruin, offers a new picture. 1 
Fave to my readers to pronounce 
aer Fhave — munen 


The ak which I have followed N 
will appear ſingular: in the firſt i 
chapters, Lucilla, far from tending 
towards- virtue, turns her back upon | 
it. My reafons.for this ſhould be . 


given: if 1 had made the work 
> 1 2 2 begin 
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begin only. at the inſtant of Lucilla's 
returning to virtue, the infamous 
place from hende I take her Fan 
judged it. to be beſt firſt to intereſt him 
in favour of a young perſon poſſeſſed 
of all hat zenders her ſex ſeducing *. 
Tis true, I might have thrown into 
à narrative, what precedes the pro- 
greſs of virtue. But in a; book of 
amuſement. where the great rule 
is to move the paſſions, and. to 


* © Another reaſon is; that; in truth, we are ham 
virtuous; I ſhould haye ſhocked probability, in 
ihtroducing a young perſon as vicious: T maſt 
have gone back, to infotm my readers that ſhe was 
not always ſo. All is right at coming out of the hands 
of the author of ys 9 the hands of 


Man. | 
manage 
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manage every thing ſo as to encreaſe 
their vivacity, I ſhould not haye at- | 
tained-my end fo well, if I had not 
left the reader in ſome perplexity: 
he would know on reading the recital, 
whether Lucilla fell or not: from that 
moment, very little, or no intereſt, 
1 . that having wrote upon a 
true foundation, Ihave ſerupulouſly re 
lated, without adding or retrenching 4 
ſingle circumſtance, the actions which 
do honour to my heroes: not ſo when N 
their conduct is any way odious: ) 
I have endeayoured then to cover 10 | 
with the cloak of ana, of | 
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i GM A P. AT TEN p 1-74, 
Wuo Luc ILLA Was. 81 ˖ 
i Rich mercliant of the pro- 
I. A OE vince of Burgundy, lately 
e S ennobled by the king, had 

lived happy for twenty 


ven ihk: u, eee 


choſen himſelf in his early youth; 
two lovely children were the fruit 
| -- of. 
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of this union: che eldeſt, a "lows 
brave boy, entered early into the 
army, and went to diſtant countries 
in queſt'of glory, to unite it Ito fol- 
tune: the other was of that timid 
fex, which preſerves by gentleneſs the 
conqueſts of beauty; her name was 
LuciLLA; her age, fourteen ; her 
| perſon, captivating Ser mind, flex- 
ible and juſt; her heurt, honeſt, ten- 
der, and weak. The care taken of 
her education had added talents to 
lall theſe qualities; Lucilla became an 
accotnplithed: young tady; her parents 
\3d6lized her. A fatal accident will 

i foot! render her fill desrer to hem: 
this rath brethef, Whe had not feared 


10 1 | 
e 2 
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to quit the paternal fire · ſide, to go to 
ſerve in the ſavage deſarts of the new 
world, ſaw his firſt boldneſs crowned 
with ſucceſs ; his merit and his valour 
lone put him at the head of a com- 
pany: but (theſe / favourable tidings 
had) ſcarcely ſpread: joy in his family, 
when others: facceeded them; news 
came, that the young oaptain, carried 
2000 e684 u 
ed in 40 battle. Nad, c g 


t 
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At WS Ss tt firſt 
icformmciw hich; ll then; acta 
turbed the ſweet and tranquil! life cf 
Ludilla's parents, their grief was ex- 
hea The amiable girl; could alone 
col B 2 aſſuage 


+ EU C-L a: Or, 
aſſuage it She ſhewed ſuch tender- 
neſs, ſuch ſenſibility, that they ceaſed 
to lament, for fear of driving her to 
deſpair.” How did ſuch goodneſs of 
heart increaſe their attachment to her! 
their whole ſtudy was to find oppor- 
tunities af ꝓroving how much they 
loved her. The young lady, who 
thing hut careſſes, anſwered as ſhe 
ought” to their exceſſive fondneſs. 
Become, by the loſs of her brother, 
a conſiderable match, ſhe could ſatisfy 
both taſte and intereſt. Throughout 
the whole city of Auxerre there was 
but one voice to praiſe Lucilla: all 
the * envied the happineſs of 

thoſe 


Go ] 
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thoſe of Lucilla; all the young men 
wiſhed' to touch Lucilla's heart; 
all the young girls were * jealous 
of her, EOF BOY 
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MON G the ſighing ſwains 

whom Lucilla's infant charms 
rivetted to her ſteps, one in particu- 
lar diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the ar- 
dour of his purſuit. This was a 
monkey of à man, about twenty-five 
years old, an only child, ſpoil'd by 
the lady his mother, a widow of a 
noble family, rich, naturally covetous, 
prodigal only for this dear fon, As 
to the reſt, Fis10MoN (that was his 
name) was of the firſt family in the 
cut and poſleffeT the principal 
office 


office in the law. He preſſed his 
mother to aſk for him the young and 
lovely Lucilla. Madame de Fiſio- 
mon, though much richer, and. of a 
higher rank, was as much pleaſed 
with the vanity of having Lucills for 
her daughter-in-law, as her ſon was 
eager to obtain her for his wife. 
That very day ſhe paid a viſit to 
Monſieur de FUMETERRE; (this. is 
the father of Lucilla)- and propoſed 

her fon. The match was advanta- 
geous; it was agreed to. It as not 
preſumed that Lucilla, young as the 
was, could have any particular incli- 
nation. The engagement was enter- 
ed into without confulting her. 


B 4 If 
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If the advantages of fortune ſeem- 
ed to render Fiſiomon worthy of Lu- 
cilla, his figure and manners ren - 
dered him the very laſt perſon that 
ſhould have been thought of for 
her. He was ſwarthy, meagre, little, 
crooked, : brutal, a drunkard, and 
ſometimes gave himſelf up to the 
filthieſt debauchery. Lucilla was fair; 


her fine ringlets of hair, if let looſe, 


would have covered her all over; 
her large blue eyes ſpoke an inchant- 


ing ſweetneſs ; her mouth was ſmall ; 


her lips, vermilion ; her ſmile, deli- 
cately gracious ; her breaſts of alaba- 
ſter began to heave up the light gauze 

which 


The PRooRESS of VII TUR. 9 


which covered them; her plump 
hand, her well- turned arms, were 
as white as milk; ſhe was pretty 
tall, elegantly ſhaped ; had a faper 
leg, and the prettieſt little foot one 
_ ſet 1 on. 115) 


; png obtained leave to viſit 
often: the firſt-time that Lucilla ſaw 


him near, before ſhe was informed 


of his views, ſhe felt for him all the 


4 hatred he deſerved. She ſaid ſome- - 


times to young Dangeot, her father's : 
clerk, (and that ſame Dangeot was 
the handſomeſt young man in the 
world, finely ſhaped, brown, of a de- 


licate complexion, with eyes full of 


B 5 {weet- - 


Fd 
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NT 


fWestneſs) the ſaid to Him = HG 


do F pity the young girl that is to he 
ſacrificed to that monſter Fiflomon h 
Within a few days after, the learnt 
that it was herſelf. - To deſeribe-wiyet 
ſhe felt, what tears ſhe ſhel,- one 
muſt be a girl, condemned to marry 
+ Fiſiomon, and burning for an ami- 
able lover ike Dangeot. 5; >nwto 


CHAP. 


* 


The PRdRESSOf VIRTUE. 11 


HA F. II. 
Uuzxrrerrr s rr. 


11 


A IGURE. to ee A. mb 
of abqut eighteen, of a- poor 
but honeſt family ;. brought up in the 
— has to the figure I have de- 


air which is Do only: in | great 
cities, and which is ſo pleaſing to the 
women; who, moreover, was in- 

ſtructedʒ made verſes prettily z talked 
away about philoſophy and religion ; 
abuſed the monks ; and with tears 
pitied the hard fate of the nuns : ſuch 
was Dangeot, the prettieſt, the beſt 
behaved 


behaved young man in the whole 
city, and perhaps in all the province. 
Lucilla was not inſenſible to ſo much 
merit: ſhe compared the charming 
clerk with Fiſiomon; the reſult could 
not be in favour of the latter: ſhe 
believed ſhe loved Dangeot; Dan- 
geot was fond of her; and both of 
them vowed the ſhould - not _ 
Fiſiomon, 


* 


ein 


meterre had vowed ſhe ſnould marry 


him. They looked upon their daugh- 
ter's petty: reluctance as a mere child- 


ifhneſs : the preparations were made, 


and the day" was fixed; in three weeks 
1 Lucilla 


* 

To 

14 
[4 
i 
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Lucilla was to be the companion for 
life of Monſieur de Fiſſomon. To 
grieve, to deſpair, had been done, and 
anſwered no end. — Ah, Dangeot 
how wretched am I, ſaid the young 
Lucilla to her lover, a week before ſhe 
was to be married. My parents, who 
uſed to be fo. tender of me, are now 
inſenſible to my tears: they look upon 
me as a child, whoſe heart and mind 
will become accuſtomed to the fate 
they are preparing for me. I am de- 
termined to do every thing to avoid 


it: I will go this inſtant to my mo- 
ther, throw myſelf at her feet, and 
tell her that I will ſooner die, than 
ſuffer any one to unite me to what I 

7 hate,” 
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hate.” — Dangeot' adviſed her to try 
this method. Though he loved her, 
and was loved by her, he never had 
conceived the ſmalleſt ray of hope of 
ever belonging, in quality of huſband, 


to the object of his affection: another 


motive guided him; it was pure, ten- 
der friendſhip. Lueilla ran into Ma- 
dame de Fumeterre's apartment; the 
wept, ſhe ſobbed, the cried—and ob- 
tained nothing. The parents of Lu- 
cilla would have thought themſelves 
the greateſt of enemies to their daugh- 
ter, if, on this occaſion, they had not 
compelled her to obey ; they were 
cruel only through excefs of tender- 
_ neſs; they hoped the would one-day 


think 
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such is the mottle folks are: made af 
in the country: their fouls are refo- 
lute: the moment that ir and 
bunu ſpaalc, they know how to im+ 
- poſe filence on nature, on love, on 
friendſhip, and even. d -hamanity. 
The tame inhabitants of the: vaſt and 
minate creatures, liſten ſometimes to 
all that, eſpecially of late years. 
Alas! thus it is that all things dege- 
nerate | — Lucla took- no longer 
counſel but: from her deſpair and from 
the would either run away, or die, 
The alternative did not make the 
MT 4 yen 
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young man heſitate a moment, though 


he was not ignorant of the dangers to 
which a perſon is expoſed, who ac- 


companies Incognito a girl, younger, 
richer, and of higher rank, an hun- 
dred and fifty miles from her father's 
dwelling.— But, to let Lucilla die !— 


Dangeot could not bear that thought: 


he would have deemed. hirmnſelf cul- 
pable if he had wanted preſſing; he 
promiſed not to forſake her, and to be 
her guide.. At twelve years of age, 
ſaid he to her, my mother, as ſhe her- 
ſelf has told me, to avoid marrying 
an ugly man like Fiſiomon, ran away 


too: my father accompanied her.— 
I wiſh I could reſemble him; for he 
married 
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married his young miſtreſs : that was 
all that happened ; but with me, 
what will be the 9 2? 


on ber fide, Lucilla dived + bus 
parents : ſhe feigned a reſignation to 
their will ; aſked for money. and 
jewels. Happy were they in think- 
ing thereby to dazzle her. More 
was given her than ſhe ſeemed to de- 
ſire. One evening Lucilla ſtepped 
out to breathe a little cool air: a 
chaiſe and horſes, prepared by Dan- 
geot, waited on the road: the airing 
ended at Paris. | 


Great 


Great was the buſtle at Monſieut 
de F umeterre's 8, ON Miſs Lucilla 8 not 
returning. Every relation, every 
friend, was called upon, or ſent to ; 
ſhe could not be found. In this 
confuſion Dangeot was not ſo much 
2s thought of : but the next day, 
upon his not appearing, the plot was 
fuſpected. Monſieur de Fumeterre 

embraces his deſponding ſpouſe,” and 
flies after the fugitives : : they had 


| twelve hours ſtart of him ; he could 


not overtake them. Lucilla 8 father 
arrived i in the capital much fatigued, | 
in great wrath, and ſorely afflicted. 
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CHAP. IV. 
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Las! 0885 may TOY Frog 
© A... fequeaces of an imprudent 
ſtep !— Arrived, at Paris, Lucilla and 
Iangegt took: ready-faraiſhed lodges 
ings! in a decent retired ſtreet. Ha- 
tred, and not love, had mad the 
young De Fumeteme run away: ſho 
did not fo. much a think of the 
power ſne thereby : gare another over 
her: Every thing had paſſed with 
the greateſt. decency upon tlie roadi; 
the lover Was delicate, and beſides! 
„warn (but it i not yet: time to ſay 


of it:) 
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cupied the beſt room in their little 
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it:) the lady knew nothing of love, 
but its ſweet expreſſions and tender 
looks; when a becoming modeſty em- 
belliſhed her cheeks, ſhe bluſhed only 
at the word—ſhe did not yet know 
the thing. They did not alter their 
behaviour i in the capital; Lucilla oc- 


apartment; Dangeot a- cloſet; ſepa- 


rated by a kitchen from the chamber 


of his miſtreſs. They were a month 


without ever ſtirring. from their ha- 


bitation: it was the way not to be 


diſcovered. But at the end of that 


time, Lucilla's uneaſineſs obliged 
Dangeot to venture out à little in 


Wb evening, to inquire // What was 


thought 
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thought of them ; whether Monſieur 
and Madame de Fumeterre till con- 
tinued to endeavour to find them out; 3 
and above all, Lucilla was anxious to 
knew, whether her elopement had 
not prejudiced their health. To 
make her eaßy, it was neceſſary to 
open the * to a friend : this friend 
was like many others, he Was a trai- 
tor: to excuſe hinaſelf, he ſaid, that 
the perſon who conceals a crime be- 
comes an accomplice. i in it and many 
other things which bad hearts know 
how to make a wrong, uſe. of. But 8 
we are not going here to examine this 
caſe of conſcience. . The perfidious 


confidant. did not go far to inform 
Monſieur 


22 LU C I'L*LAs Or, 
Monfieur de Fumeterre © he had not 
left Paris, and exhauſted himſelf in 
inquiries. Ffſiomon was with: him. 
Svch was the power ef Lueilla's 
charms, that the Preſident ſtill con- 
ſented to marry her, - provided the 
could be found fperdily. At che 
news of her being diſcovered, ' his 
tranſports of joy exceeded all bounds. 
Two motives, equally dear to his 
heart, were the cauſe of it: the un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure of "poſſeſſing Lu- 
killa, of humbling her, of ſeeing ker 
drowned in tears, of keeping her in 
eternal ſubjection, ſtouck his imagi- 
nation, and flattered His brutality; ; 
the other, which was not leſs ſweet, 
nor 
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ner leſs deſired, was to get Dangeot 
the father and the intended ſon- 
in · lw fly to the ſtreet. The houſe 
was ſoon found: they addreſſed them- 
ſelves to the miſtreſs of it, a good 
woman (if ever there as one, ); com- 
pPaſſionate, civil. The viſible me- 
tion of >Monfieur de Fumetbrre, me 
malignant joy Which Fiſiomon could 
not conceal, menaces which eſcaped 
conceive, that the viſit intended to 
her lodgers would be far from pleaſing 
to them. She was fatisfiedd with 
them, and, without diving farther, 
the good underftanding which 


et! if 
ed 


WHT” Pens 
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ed in her little family, Lucilla's mo- 
deſty, and Monſieur Dangeot's com- 
plaiſant behaviour, had quite edified 
her. Whilſt the two gentlemen were 
aſking queſtions, naming, deſcribing 
thoſe they wanted to ſee, ſhe found 
means to let them know what was 
paſſing. Fiſiomon, enlightened by 


love and revenge, conceived ſome 


ſuſpicion of it. He had come eſcort- 
ed, and kept his eye on every thing. 
Theſe terrible words, An old gentle 
man, and 4 litile hump-backed one, 
are inquiring for you, had juſt ſtruck 
terror and diſmay. into the fouls of 
the two lovers. Fiſiomon leaves 
Monſieur de Fumeterre with the 

ES” FT land- 
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land- lady, who continued to tempo- 
rize, and walks up ſtairs. Lucilla 
had eſcaped to a neighbour's ; Pan- 
geot was getting away through one 
of the two entries of the houſe : his 
cruel rival eſpies a man running off; 
he does not know him, but order: 
him to be purſued: the unhappy 
mortal finds his ruin unavoidable; he 
reſolves that it ſhall at leaſt coſt dear; 
he draws his ſword, and defends 
himſelf : the cowards ſhrink back : 
Fifiomon advances, and, tranſported 
with rage at the ſight of his enemy, 
encourages his ; ſatellites, cries out 
Murder / and-takes great care not to 
go near. Dangeot, embarraſſed by 

Cc "— 
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che croud, is taken and diſarmed. 
Fifiomon then ſtruts up to him with 
| in air of triumph, and loads him 
with abuſe: the unfortunate young 
man made no other reply than 4 


moment 280, thop dared} not come fo 
* Mes 


| Dangeot. is carried back into the 


bouſe : : on ſeeing bim, the afflicted 
boſteſs faints away. The apartment 
which the young lovers occupied is 
flown to: Lucilla has diſappeared. 
ſhe is fought for in vain: whilſt 
they were purſuing Dangeot, ſhe 


Aipped out at a * door which 
opened 


| 
— 
9 


= 
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opened into another ſtreet, and got 
away as faſt as ſhe could, with- 
out knowing which way ſhe was 
going. | | 
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the mire, ſaid, What! / young / 


28 *LUCIL:L A: Or, 


CHAT. V.. 
UN TORTUNATE MEETING. 


UCILLA's countenance ſpoke 


— her terror and embarraſſment: 
tears, which ſhe could not reſtrain, 
-trickled down her cheeks. After 
going à very little way, ſhe found 
herſelf in the moſt brilliant part of 
the capital. The young giddy ones 
of the other ſex ſtopped ſhort, to 
take a full view of her: the women, 
who thought her already plunged in 


Men of riper years felt a ſtrong de- 
fire to comfort her; and perhaps ſhe 
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might not have gone much farther, 


without ſome one's offering ſo to 
do. | 


The timid Lucilla, ſtunned with 
the nonſenſe of the fops and rakes, 
abaſhed at the contemptuous airs of 
the women, mixed, without knowing 
whither ſhe was going, with the 
croud that was entering into the Pa- 
lait Royal. A little ſquat plump wo- 
man, whoſe bold and penetrating 
looks would have made a. trooper 
bluſh, was crofling the inner court. 
| She perceives Lucilla, and diyes into 
her heart. | She accofts her, affecting 
an air of goodneſs. — Lou ſeem, 
Mos. C 3 | Miſs; 


30 LUCILLA: Or. 

Miſs, to be a ſtranger here 
Alas! yes.” — © You are probably 
looking for ſomebody, Miſs, or have 
got into a part of the town you are 
not acquainted with? — No, Ma- 
dam.” A deep ſigh followed. 
J offer you my ſervices: whete 
would you go to f“ — I don't 
know.” — How !-+-I ſay again, 1 
offer you my ſervices · a place of re- 
treat. —“ A place of retreat - Ah! 
my father and Fiſiomon will find me 
out in it.. „Oh I no, I aſſure you: 
only deſcribe them to me, and J an- 
ſwer for it they ſhall never fee you. 
— © Is it poſſible !---ah ! madam, 
what a bleſſing is it, that have met 
1 i with 
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with you t- Hut what can induce 
you thus to intereſt yourſelf for an 
unfortunate perſon, who, without 
you, would not have known what 
to do?” == «I am not a batBaridh; 
J Rave a heart: and beſides, yon 
Youbtleſs know how to work ; yöd 
will de ris burthen to me: if Fon 
de fiet know, you will Be ſhe wWũ 6ðũẽ 
What obligation ſhall I n6t be 
under tb yo⁰νe-Aye, I was told, 
and very truly I find, that there ate, 
in this immenſe city, gubd fobüls, 
whoſe virtues compenſate fot the 
evils of the wicked. i TRY tit 
fure! ctied inadvertently the obligigg 
Cinrton. Come, child, lets away 
* C 4 to 


32 LUCILL A: Or, 
to my houſe; you will tell-me your 
Kory there: be aſſured of finding in 
me a tender and affectionate mother.“ 
Lucilla and her dangerous benefac- 
treſs turned up a little ſtreet hard 
by. Every thing had, to the eyes 
of innocence, the appearance of a 
quiet regular houſe. Her conduc- 
treſs rang ; a firſt door was opened : 
in the middle of the paſſage they 
were ſtopped by an iron grate; a 
kind of female door-keeper made 
chem wait ſome time; at length ſhe 
| appeared : on perceiving her miſtreſs 
and the pretty little prey, ſhe ſaid, 
Ab tis Madam. Theſe words gave 
the young perſon to underſtand, that 
her 


- OJ 
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her protectreſs was the miſtreſs of 
the houſe. - She was immediately 
conducted into a handſome apart- 
ment on the firſt floor. The win- 
doyvys towards the ſtreet were ſecured 
with lock and key, and the We. 
were * down. F 


It was in. this retreat, which re- 
ceived only a tender light, that the 
afflicted fair one related her misfor- 
tunes. The circumſtance ofs her 
having been run away with, alarmed 
Courton ; but ſhe ſoon recovered her- 
ſelf: Lucilla's innocence was entire; 
ſhe knew how to ſatisfy herſelf oy 
that it was fo, | 


Gin Sure 


24 LUCILE &: Or, 
Sure of this point, all her joy re- 
wrned, and with it the pompeus 
hopes founded on Lueilla's beauty 
the moment ſhe faw her. The young 
perſon was eheriſhed, fondled, ca- 
refled ; her very withes were antieĩ- 
pated. Means were found to com- 
fort her for the loſs of her lover : 
falſe accounts were given of him; 
he was by turns faid to be fond, in- 
different, faithleſs ; and by degrees 
ſhe was made to forget him. At 
the end of ſome days, a dancing- 
maſter was brought. He found no 
'roonr to inſtruct Lucilla. She diſ- 
played before him more graces than 


he could give her. New tranſports for 
= | . "the. 
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* the worthy matttaf which were dot 


bly keigtitetied, when Lueilſa added, 
that the underſtood muſic, cotiltk 
play ofi the guittar, and touch tlie 
harpſichord. Augmentation of views! 

0 EgAd! (faid the infamous cor⸗ 
ruptreſs within herſelf) here's ſome- 
what to make a fortune with at 
once!” She had at firſt deſtined the 
young girl for a ſuperannuated leach- 
'er, who paid generouſly ; but juſt at 
at this moment ſhe was reaſonable 
enough to conſider, that it would be 
a horrid and unpardonable fin to pro- 
ſtitute ſuch charms to the old count, 
whoſe impure breath and dubious 


ſtate of health would tarniſh their 
» ak A £20 


ſplen· 


t 
q 
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ſplendour, She reſolved not to be 
in a hurry, to keep Lucilla cloſely 


concealed from every eye, and to pro- 
cure her a ſituation in which ſhe her- 
: ſelf might one day find in her a pro» 
tectreſs, from a motive of gratitude, 


CHAP. 


$ 
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H. 

- Grengrovs DEB. 
ISIOMON was ready to run 
mad at not finding Lucilla. 
J Monſieur de Fumeterre, at the ſight 
of the cloaths in which he had for- 
merly taken ſo much pleaſure to ſee 
his daughter dreſſed, felt all Eis ten- 
derneſs revive: he remonſtrated to 
himſelf, that he had been the cauſe 
of her misfortune by an unjuſt con- 
ſtraint 2 he fat down, and wept, kiſs- 
ing a thouſand times a picture of 
that dear daughter, which he had 
cauſed to be drawn, when ſhe was 
75 but 


38 LUCTILLA: Gr, 

but an infant. If, in this moment, 
Lucilla had come and thrown herſelf 
at her father's feet, he would have 
forgot every thing, and married her 
perhaps to To Dangeot ?— No: 
but to another, whom i it might not 
have been difficult to find, and Fi- 
fiomon would have looked like an 
aſs. But if the wiſeſt men, at full 
maturity, ſometimes do filty- things, 
2 girl of fourteen and an Haff is 
highly excuſable for having fled from 
the moſt ſhocking fate, which; ac 
cording to alf appearances, wit on 
the point of — ne 


Dusan 
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Dangeot was accuſed of knowing 
what was become of her. He was 
threatened with the moſt dreadful 
peniſhments, if he did not diſcover 
her retreat. The poor creature trem+ 
bled then, not for hirmſelf, but for 
his dear Lueilla. He adored hers 
his heart, more formed than that 
of his miſtreſs, knew all the value of 
Bis eharmer: - whereas Lucilta, as 
yet too young, had ſek only the fore 
runners ef paſſion, which probably 
would have become ſolic and laſting. 
He forgets his own ills; he: thinks 
of nothing but Lacilla; a thonfaul 
horrors preſent themſelves” tu his 
imagination, of which the lea was 
Ane that 


2 LUCILL A: On 
that of ſeeing her fall into the hands 


of Fiſiomon; and that alone would 


have been ſufficient to drive him to 


deſpair.— Oh! you, cried he, 


(without , anſwering thoſe who in- 
terrogated him) whoſe. chaſte: inno- 
cence could not find a better guar- 


dian than me, divine Lucilla, what 
is become of you? Into what hands 
are you going to fall? Adorable girl, 
worthy of the reſpect of the whole 
-univerſe! Oh! that the laſt drop of 


my blood could reſtore you to the 


arms of your father, and ſave you 


both from dangers which make me 


ſhudder, and from the wretchedneſs 
of being given to Fifiomon |— Sir, 


added 
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added he, addrefling himſelf to Lu- 
cCilla's father, leave nothing undone 
to find her; ſhe cannot be far off; 
ſend on all ſides, let her be ſought 
for every where; deſcribe her par- 
ticularly; fly, and endeavour not to 
let her paſs a night abſent from you. 
When I ſhall know her to be in ſafe- 
ty, take then my life which the lays. 
have forfeited to you; I will nor 
murmur at it: ah! what I feel at 
this inſtant is far worſe than death.“ 
And his tears guſhed forth in tor- 
rents. Fiſiomon took the advice; 
obtained warrants to ſearch: for her, 
and made ſtrict perquiſitions ; but 
all in vain. Nothing then remained 

but 
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and faid to him — Fly, wretch; 


oven remorſe; remember that wiſh. 


tia LUCILE A: Or, 


but to ſatisfy his vengeance, He 


was for dragging Dangeot inſtantly 
to priſon : Monſieur de Fumeterre, 
oppreſſed with grief, did not think 
of puniſhing : he deſired Fifiomon to 
leave him, took back the jewels he 
had given to his daughter, left the 
money to the unfortunate Dangeot, 


Whilſt thou can; thy death wotld- 
not reſtore” her thou haſt robbed me 
of ; be gone I leave thee to thy 


ed thee. well, and how thou haſt re- 
warded me for it.” — Dangeot em- 
braced: his knees, and melted into 
teas. . de Fumeterre com- 

manded 
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manded him to depart for ever from 
his preſence: he allowed him but 
one day to leave Paris, and declared 
he would not after that oppoſe any 
thing that Fifiomon | . think 
n to 4 


—_ height Moufeer: a Avi 
terre, Dangeot was tempted at once 
to „ a wretched: life: hows 
ever, the hope of ſtill. being perhaps 
uſeful to his beloved, ſupported him: 
he hid himſelf in a diſtant part of 
the town, and returned at night 4% 
guiſed—no—drefſed like a woman, to 
inquire of the good. natuted hoſteſs; 
whom he let into the ſectet, he- 
ther 


0 EO CILLA: Or, 
| ther Lucilla had been heard of: but 
their labours and pains were as fruit- 
leſs, as the multiplied reſearches of 
Fifiomon and of Monſieur de Fume- 
terre. After ſome time, the land- 
lady learnt that the two Burgundians 
were returned to Auxerre, the one P 
overwhelmed with grief; the other 
- worſe than mad. The good woman 
and Dangeot were then firmly per- 
ſuaded, that Lucilla, in deſpair, had 
thrown herſelf into the Seine. They 
wept for her. To find ſpecdily the end 
of a life, envenomed by the remem- 
brance of Lucilla's misfortune, Dan- 
geot inliſted, went to the Weſt Indies, 
and nothing more was heard of him.. 
CHAP; 
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HAP. VII. 
 Dancxrove KINDNESSES. 


OUR Lnoilla, I. ſhall be hd 
is hitherto virtuous — pretty 


My virtue, truly! Before ſhe is fifteen, 


ſhe diſobeys her parents, elopes from 
them, and lives without ſeruple with 


a young man, whoſe wife ſhe paſſes 


for. — No, Lucilla was 0 longer 
virtuous : and if her. chaſtity was not 
ſullied, it is to him who acted the 
part of her lover, that all the merit 
is due. However, I allow that her 


ſoul was innocent: but i in a moment 
it will ceaſe to be ſo. | 


The 
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The reflection I have juſt made 
did not eſcape the-perſon whom Lu- 


cilla. looked upon as her protectreſs 
and a ſecond mother.—* There muſt 
be boldneſs and a certain ſtrength of 


mind, faid the to herſelf, to be ca- 
pable of thoſe things: this girl is not 


a fool, the is only ignorant; let us 
deceive her; win her heart; it may 
eaſily be ſeduced, but cannot poſfibly 
be forced.” Cburton reaſoned ri ght: 
ſo many had paffed through her 
hands, that experience ſtood _ in 


| Bey 15 phillophy. 


To ſucceed in bi ſcheme, the ſe- 
ductreſs taught Lucilla to make lace: 
83 the 


N 
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the young ſcholar was dextrous; the 
ſpon ſurpaſſed her miſtreſs. Care 
was taken then to extol her works. 
ten times more than they deſerved ;; 
her heart, naturally proud, was flat- 
tered at being ſhewn ſhe; was not a 
burthen, and this method was the 
moſt effectual for her not to have 
any ſuſpicion. She was dreſſed mag- 
nificently. Care was taken always 
to congeal from her thoſe ynhappy 
creatures who lived in the ſame 
houſe: only two of the: prettieſt con · 
verſed with her ſometimes; but their 
diſcourſes were dictated: before-hand, 
and the miſtreſs liſtened to hear what 
was ſaid. Lucilla ſaw gvery- where 
| the 


the reſemblance of happineſs and 
pleaſure. La Courton was under no 
apprehenſion of her wanting to leave 
her, or even to go out; beſides that 


ſhe had got an entire aſcendant over 


her, the fear of her father and of Fi- 
ſiomon, which ſhe kept up in all it's 
force, anſwered for her docility: She 
conveyed to her falſe intelligence: a 
man whom La Courton faid ſhe knew 
in the city of Auxerre, wrote word 


that Monſieur de Fumetetre threat- 


ened terribly : all this renewed Lu- 
cilla's fears, and prevented her even 
thinking to aſk leave to ſtir a ſtep 
abroad. On the other hand, Dan- 


geot was quite forgotten, and the 


young 


r RL... 
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. young nymph n to reliſh ' her 


ſituation... 


k Mii e La Courton perceived 
that the heart of her young victim 
was free, ſhe altered het topics of 
diſcourſe, ſtill keeping however to 
the ſame plan. To drive from her 
heart a cheriſhed lover, the misfor- 
tunes which attend love had been 
inceſſantly ſet before her eyes: all 
men had been at firſt repreſented in 
a black light; inſenſibly, exceptions 
were made, and ſoon after was vaunt- 
ed the happineſs of being beloved by 
them, of living in affluence, in the midſt 


of amuſements and pleaſures of every 


7 


30 LUCIL LA Or. 
kind, without ſlavery, without chain, 
without being even attached to the 
man by whom one is adored. The 
play-houſes were talked uf, and a 
great ſtreſs was laid on thoſe delici- 
ous aſſemblies called Salli, where the 
handſome women become diviniities ; 
endeavours were uſed to inſpire he? 
with the deſire of ſhining at them 
To diſpoſe her mind to- reliſh this 
doctrine, which ſeemed new to her; 
it was judged:adviſcable to begin with 
faſcinating her mind by the reading 
of the operas of the tender Qꝝinaut. 
Afterwards . ſhe was ſupplied with 
other books, which corrupted her 
heart, In a Wert un theſe dan- 
Ente | gerous 
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gerous paintings of the lively and 
looſe imagination bf the Italians, be- 
came the delight of this lately-inno- 


a. 12 


cat Lain: 6 n were added 


all thoſe pviſonous productions whic 
the abuſt of wit and ſentiment ha 
amongſt us. Lucilla's paſſions were 


inflamed; her imagination was on the 


fidgbts. To fall, ſhe wanted nothing 
but a lover: that was the peint La 
— * for. Of 70179? J tr. 
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How Gizzs ARE CORRUPTED. 


NE day ſhe entered into her 
toom with a more ſmiling and 
more open countenance than uſual — 
My dear, (aid ſhe to her, ever ſince 
you have been with me, I have done 
nothing but think of your happineſs ; 
but previous to your enjoying. it, it 
was neceſſary to make you know it. 
Yeſterday, you was fo intent upon 
your reading, that I went cloſe up to 
you without your perceiving me : 
your countenance was animated ; 
your fine eyes darted forth a thou- 
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wand flames; afterwards, their ex- 


prethon was ſo tender, ſo affecting, 
that, in that moment, I wiſhed a 


thouſand times to be a man. My 


dear child, - you then, undoubtedly, 


felt deſires : : the time is come to ſay 
tisfy them. But in procuring you 
pleaſures, I will render them durable. 
I love you: I have juſt been doing 
for you what I never did for any one: 
I have more tenderneſs for you than 
parents who have perſecuted you, 
than a lover who has forſaken you; 
I have been your every thing : I hope 
you will not be ungrateful, and. that 
to the name of mother, by which 
you will henceforth call me, you will 
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54 LUCIA: Or, 

join the ſentiments of a grateful 
child. I have choſen for you a lover, 
young, amiable; and rich. 1 cannot 


expreſs the pains and tibour it coſt 


me to come at him. I had been 
told that he Was looking out for a 
miſtreſs:; upon your being offered 
him a8 1 my daughter, he diftdined 
vou? I was not difcouraged'; 1 per- 
lifted, [Iwent to him myfelf, I painit- 
ed to him your wit, your beauty, 
your accompliſhments. I then got 
a perſon. to tell him, that he might 


depend on my. being poſſeſſed of the 
- treaſure he was: ſearching after, for 


that I ſhould not otherwiſe. be ſo 


1. and nly defired him to 


come 
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eome and ſee the perſon I intended 
for him. I have not been miftaken : 
out of curioſity,” Monſieur DvR1- 
eur Mont conſents to come this 
evening. We will fee then this 
| prodigy, ſaid he, with a ſcornful air,— 
He will not keep it long; your beau- 
ty win ſoon alter that air and that 
tone of voices. How much will he 
find yon ſu perior to my fetble com- 
mendations: But, : deft Lucilla, 
te keep à lover 1 requires -dextetity 
and prudence: Love not, if Fj 
would be conſtantly loved: 
aſſume with a lover the beer of 
candor and goodneſs of heart. Vou 
muſt accuſtom yourſelf to flighty, 
we D 4 giddy 


56 LUCIA BEA: Of! 
giddy airs: interrupt, by careſſing a 
dog, ſpeaking to your parrot, or 
burſting out into a fit of laughter, 
a converfatiqn in, which. ſentiment 
prevails ;, never chide him for his 
abſence, If, ſometimes, in the midſt 
of dalliance, you ſhould, chance to 
ſhew a gleam of tenderneſs, let it be 
like-a flaſh of lightning, which glit- 
ters and vaniſhes. But that is not 
all: you muſt feather well your neſt ; 
without quite aſking, there is a dex - 
terous way of exciting the liberal diſ- 
poſition. of a fond lover: ſometimes 
the mercer and the milliner will ex- 
aggerate before you the liſt of what 
you ſhould have; ſometimes the de- 
| ſcription. 


w_ 


The PRoGREs of MRT UE. of 
. ſcription of a thing which ſtrikes 
your fancy, heightened with all the 
fire of your imagination, will make 
known how much you deſire it: 
above all, take care never to occa- 
ſion one of thoſe delicious moments, 
in which you will forget” yourſelf, 
without a handſome preſent's being: 
the reward of it: then it is that you 
may hazard a few careſſes, with a 
prudiſh rather than a tender air. The 
moment yow have obtained it, reſume: 
your flightineſs. Men prize us ac- 
cording to the value we ſet upon our- 
ſelves; their very preſents attach them 
to us; riches give ſuch a eclat to 
whoever poſſeſſes them, that a miſtreſs 
. Ds, becomes: 


8 J. UL ILA: Or, 


becomes an object more worthy of 
the, regard and attention of a lover, 
when he has enriched, her. Be care- 
ful, ny; dear, child, always to grant 
leſs than is aſled of vou: there are 
favours which one muſt have the art 
to let a, lover raviſh,; they loſe too 
much; of their value when conſented 
to. Ido not yet recommend to you 
to ſeam, inſenſible; you are too young 
fon that: When two or three years 
practice ſhall have hardened you,. 
vo max be allowed. to affect diſ- 
dainful abſences. of mind. But we 
are not come to that. In a few hours 
your, loyer wall. be here. He is the 
firſt man that has been preſented to 
37 | you 


ww 9 3 » 


you on à certain footing: you will 
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behave properly to him; and I am 
ſure that in this firſt viſit; the reſerve: 
natutab to one of our ſex, who! is 4. 
novice, will determine your conduct 
better than all I could ſay. to you. 
We will take meaſures afterwards 

n th: 05 W 
An thanked FR Conievere ob 
her good advice: - butiſhe: could not 
think without trembling; that The: 
was going ſoon to be with a man ſhe 
knew nothing of, and who, perhaps, 
would realize the pretty things ſhe had 
been reading: her timid heart palpi- 
2. * could have wiſhed that 
- moment 


© EL UCTL LA: Or. 
moment not to be ſo. near; at the 
leaſt noiſe- ſhe ſtarted, and every in- 
ſtant thought ſhe faw- Monſieur Du- 
richemont enter the room. Her new- 
mama endeavoured to. keep up her 
ſpirits. E 1 A. 


How many are there in the world 
that paſs for honeſt, who have given: 
theſe: guilty leſſons . And thus it is 
that females. make an art of deceiving 
men, and making. them. pay for their- 
caprices But they who are wrong; 
headed enpugh to ſeek a ruinous plea- 
ſure in the boſom of libertiniſm, de- 
ſerve ſuch treatment, and worſe. 


CHAP; 
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THILST La Connton was 
preparing. Lucilla for the 
young man ſhe was going to deliver 
her to, ſhe heard a great noiſe, — 
Mama, is it he?” ſaid the young 
girl, bluſhing. La Courton conceals, 
her fright, and ſteps. out of the rom 
without anſwering her. She per- 
ceives ſeyen or eight bloods, juſt 
come from a tavern, or gaming: table, 
to crown the evening at her houſe; 
Luckily they ſtill had three ſteps to 
tkip up. The ſagacious Courton had. 
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time to lock the door after her. But 
one of them had had a glimpſe of the 
fair Lucilla's elegant ſhape. They 
accoſt the venerable ; com pliment her, 
careſs her; with a little mixture of 
irony indeed, but what does that ſig- 
nify? Thrice happy are the women of 
her ſtamp whom ſuch admirers content 
themſelves with rallying e Come, 
mother Courton ! you are going to 
take us into that room, are not you'?” 
ſaid one of them.. No, y prince, 
every one ſhould be ſafe in my houſe; 
that apartment is occupied. Oh 
damme, we will have a peep : old 
friends are not to be refuſed, and you 
know we have long been yours. 
| « Don't 


TheProGgreEss of VigTUE. 63 
„ Donit preſs her yet, ſaid another. 
E think I pereeive up there a goddeſs 
that is perhaps better than her ſhe 
hides from us: let's up: we'll be 
back in a moment, and then amuſe 
ourſelyes with battering down that 
door. The propoſal was agreed to. 
In a trice, every thing was in confu- 
ſion. Immodexrate fits. of laughter 
were the firſt thing heard; ſhrieks 
ſucceeded ; the: girls fled; the chairs, 
looking-glaſſes, and furniture; were 
{maſhed to pieces. In this violent 
hurricane, La Courton, undetermined 
what to do, trembled with rage. 
Howeyer, putting on an ait of mild- 

deſs, ſhe acgoſts the impetuous band, 
3 and 


6 LUCILLA:'0x 

and attempts to calm them. At the 
fight of her, all of them cried out at 
once Now we'll ſtorm the firſt 
floor. | et liel 


= Theſe- terrible wordꝭ quite un- 
; | hinged all La Courton's ideas; the: 
1 flies like lightning, bounces into Lu- 
| cilla's room, and locks herſelf in with 

| her—* My dear child, fays the to 
her, thieves have broke into the 
houſe : if they ſee you, we are un- 
In the room where they 

were was a oloſet, artfully contrived 
in the wall, and covered by the hang - 
ings; twere needleſs to divulge it's 
myſterious uſe: La Courton hid Lu- 
| —- Zell 
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. cilla in it. When ſhe thought her 
fafe, ſhe WER more I for eue | 


ſtorm. 


In the mean time, the tremendous 
ſwarm of ſons of Mars attacked the 


door, with an ardour which wanted 
only a better motive to deſerve ap- 


plauſe. The beſieged, on her ſide, 
made a good defence; ſhe piled up 
ſtools, chairs, ſettees, bureaux, and 
cheſts of drawers : but ſhe had to do 


with enemies whom difficulties ani- 
mated ; all was thrown down; the 
conquerors open themſelves a paſſage 
over the ruins. | In that moment the 
terrified Courton ſaid to herſelf ;—. 

| « What 
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we are quiet folks; dont compel us 
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What if I ſhould let them have 
her But Durichemont is to come 
to-day.— If it was not to-day that he 
is to come It is to be preſently; 
perhaps this inſtant,—I ſhould avoid 


one danger to fall into a ſtill worſe.— 


Fl, c'en ftand, the brunt on't.—She 


x Was juſt ending this Glilogny, when 


two of the victors Eh.“ her each by 
an arm 3 8: third: btandiſhes his cane, 
and ſays to her, laughing“ Hark 


to breed a riot in your houſe, by be- 
ing obſtinate; we ſhould be exceſſiwe- 
ly ſorry for it: give us the girl that 
we ſaw: why will you make us beat 
you:?” — “ IJ know, gentlemen, that 


you 


4 
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. you are all very worthy and civil, an- 


ſwered La Courton 3-but you require 


an impoſſibility of me. The cane 


then fell rapidly upon the wretch, 
who, - embracing the knees of the 
mercileſs - ſtriker, cried out Beat 
me, kill me if you will : the perſon 
whom you had a glimpſe of is no 


longer here: the ran away the firſt 


mament ſhe could. They ſcarcely 
heeded, what ſhe ſaid. Whilſt ſome 


at it, others ſearched the room. They 


drew towards the cloſet, - where Lu- 
cilla was almoſt dead with fear: La 
Courton trembled. The leaſt mo- 
tion, her very breathing, would have 
; : betrayed 
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betrayed the young girl. Happily - 
they did not find her. They re- 
venged themſelves on the furniture, 
and took their leave, making to the 
worthy mama a thouſand proteſta - 
tions of their real and readineſs to 
ſerve: her. 15 

Ahl if Monbieur 'Duriches 
mont had come, (ſaid La Courton 
to Lucilla, taking her out of her 
hiding- place, after they were gone) 
he would have had them all taken 
up, and we would have gone to "0 
them Prat biol. ! | 


CHAP. 
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7 13 


| DvxnrenBMonT. 


A 


a 


Clerk of the revenue, who had 
A. feathered his neſt well by lu- 
0 jobs, married very late in Ife: 
he took a companion of fifteen, of 
a family as noble as it was poor: but 
the young lady was rich in charms, 
lively, wanton. His friends blamed 
him, and bid him fear a certain miſ- 
chance, the ordinary appanage of old 
huſbands. He did not mind them, 
and he was in the right. However, 
he was not exempt from ſorrows. He 


thought 
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thought himſelf happy for the reſt 
of his days; the amiable young ſpouſe 
became pregnant, was delivered of a 
boy as beautiful as herſelf, and died 
in child-bed. The huſband Was, in 
defpair : but. his ſon lived, he ce 
forted the old. man, who ſaw. i in him 
the picture of his dear unfortunato 
wife. He grew up, became a fine 
lad: his father laboured more than 
ever to leave a; genteel fortune to 
this ſon, ſo worthy of his affection. 
At the age of twenty-two, Duriche- 
mont loſt this good father, and be- 
came his own maſter, with bie 
Suſan, liyres a year. 


TT 
w * 


By 
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By chance the young man had 
bad for his tutor, a reaſonable, wiſe, 
and prudent man. This tutor found 
ſtrong paſſions to ſubdue, inclina- 

| tions to correct, good diſpoſitions to 
. direct: he managed all that as well 
i as he could, gained the confidence 
. and eſteem of his pupil, who, though 
0 ou, his'own' maſter, defired Mill to 
a de guided by his counſels. 

0 


Durichemont dreaded marriage, I 
know not why. Many children are 
terrified by the miſtunderſtanding 
that reigns between their parents : : 
Durichemont had ſcen only a & 


— 
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der cbhcern. dy hatldever might be 7 
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his motive, he was afraid of engage- 
ing himſelf, of being deceived, of 
repenting when it would be too 
late, of fretting in vain, like ſo many 
others. All that his old maſter could 
ſay to him, to conquer his prejudice 
and leſſen his fears, was ineffectual: 
the young man reſolved to abide by 
a miſtreſs, till he ſhould meet with 
a perſon whom he ſhould love purely 
through eſteem, 


As the choice he intended to make 
for his preſent purpoſe was not of 
conſequence, he conſulted only bis 
eyes. He ſaw a young perſon in one 
of the public gardens; the. pleaſed 
50 3d 1215008 . 
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him; he had her followed; the next 


day he paid her a viſit, explained 
himſelf clearly, and deſired a deci- 


five: anſwer. The reply was, that 


his offers were advantageous, tempt- 
ing; and that ſhe would conſult her 
huſband. — <« What! are you mar- 


ried then?” — Ves, Sir; a ſmall 


employment, the ſalary of which is 
badly paid, is all our fortune.” —— 


„But will your huſband agree to 


your living with another man?“ 


He muſt: tis a hard neceſſity; 


he canhot maintain me in the rank 
he has made me take; that dreſs, 
which you law me in yeſterday, is 
not paid for. The clock ſtruck 

4c E twelve; 


9 1 
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his motive, he was afraid of engage - 
ing himſelf, of being deceived, of 
repenting when it would be too 
late, of fretting in vain, like ſo many 
others. All that his old maſter could 
ſay to him, to conquer his prejudice 
and leſſen his fears, was ineffectual: 
the young man reſolved. to abide by 
a miſtreſs, till he ſhould meet with 
a perſon whom he ſhould love purely 
through eſteem, 


As the 8 intended, to a 
for his preſent purpoſe was not of 
conſequence, he conſulted only his 
eyes. He w a young perſon ; in one 
of the public gardens ; ; the pleaſed 

him 
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him; he had her followed; the next 
day he paid her a viſit, explained 


himſelf clearly, and deſired a deci- 


five: anſwer. The reply was, that 


his offers were advantageous, tempt- 
ing; and that ſhe would conſult her 
huſband.— What! are you mar- 


ried then?” — Ves, Sir; a ſmall 


employment, the ſalary of which is 
badly paid, is all our fortune. 


„But will your huſband agree to 


your living with another man? 


He, muſt: tis a hard neceſſity; 


he canhot maintain me in the rank 
he has made me take; that dreſs, 
which you ſaw me in yeſterday, is 
not pad for. '——The clock ſtruck 

5 E __ © twelve; 
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twelve; the huſband came home; 
the bargain was concluded, not with- 
out ſome remorſe on the part of Du- 
richemiont ; and, that very day, young 
Miſtreſs Bass AN was inſtated in a 
rieat little apartment, in her lover s 
| houſe. | 


He took great! care to conceal from 
his antient guide the circumſtance of 
her being a married woman: he en- 
deavured to make him excuſe his 
conduct: the old man, who ſaw that 
the miſchief was done, thought only 
how he might beſt regulate a paſ- 
fion, which precipitates ſo many 
young People from opulence. into 

miſery. 


\ 
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* miſery. Durichemont was happy 


two months. At the end of that 
time he perceived, that a woman 
who ſells herſelf will betray the 
buyer. A well-looking man, ſome- 
what in years, whom the diſcreet 
gentlewoman had long been ac- 
quaitited with, continued to be fa- 
voured. The young lover knew it; 
he did not like to have a partner. 
One day he followed the jilt ; ſur- 
prized her at her former lover's door; 
inſiſted 6h going in with her; and 
there, without putting himſelf into 
the leaſt paſſion, made a formal ceſ- 
2 of her to his rival, and forbade 


E 2 Madame 
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Madame Baſſan ever more to appear 
before him. 
n, 


Durichemont hugged himſelf that 
he had been deccived only by a miſ- 
treſs : : his prejudices grew ſtronger ; 
and he thought of looking out for 
another amuſement. He promiſed 
himſelf firmly not to determine in 
favour of any girl who was not a 
novice, and unexperienced. He was 
not a bit luckier in a new choice, 
The young perſon, taken from a 
low condition, liked his footman 
better than him ; he perceived it, 
diſmiſſed the raſcal, and married 
the 


%” 
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the young ſimpleton to his gar-= 


dener. 


Two miſtreſſes, in fix months, 
proved faithleſs to an amiable, well- 
bred, generous young man : what 
are ugly men and grey-beards to 
expect Durichemont had a ten- 
der heart; the pleaſures which he 
had taſted, made him feel that love 
could render him happy: his de- 
ſires became more ardent; but he 
reſolved to be more circumſpect in 
his choice: a pretty face alone would 
no longer do for him: he would 
know the temper, the inclinations, 
of her who was to be the ſource 
E 3 


of pleaſure to him, and perhaps to 
fix him. La Courton was related 
to the footman whom Durichemont 
had turned away: ſhe knew by him 
the diſpoſitions of his young maſter, 
and thereupon founded her hopes, 


. 


CHAP. 
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LUCILLA 18, QVED. 


LL hands were ſet to work 
to remove every veſtige of 
the military exploits. La Courton 
gave her orders with a preſence of 

mind and a refignation, the reſult 

of experience. At ei ght o'clock, 

ſhe returned to Lucilla, whoſe re- 
mainder of fright was to be tho- 
roughly diſpelled. — < Mama, ſaid 
the amiable girl, how they terrified 

me | Is it poſſible to be fo wicked, 
| with ſo mild a voice! Do you 


E 4 think 
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think they will not come again?“ . | | 
Lucilla had ſcarcely uttered theſe 
words, when the noiſe of a coach 
ſtruck their ears; it ſtops at the 
door; La Courton flies, not doubt- 
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ing but that it was Monſieur Duri- 
chemont. He was at the foot of 
the ſtairs : the. curtſied, over and 
over, down to the ground, and was 
beginning to belaver him with com- 


pliments, how well he looked, how 

charmingly he was dreſſed, how very 

good he was. — © I know all that, 
faid the young man; but let us ſee: 

Is your marvel above?“ — La Cour- 

ton conducted him to her. He en- 

ters with a cavalier air, perceives 
Lucilla, 
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Lucilla, who turned her _ to- 
wards him, out of baſhfulneſs. — 

How finely ſhe is ſhaped . cried 
he. He approaches her, ſmiling. 
Lucilla looks at him, and with a 
ferious, modeft, inchanting ar, makes 
him a graceful low curtſey. He was 
going to falute her with a kiſs: his 
hand was ſtretched out to give her 
one of thofe familiar careſſes uſual 
in ſuch places as he was in : a ſome- 
what, not to be deſcribed, ſtopt him 
it ſeemed to him as if he would ſay, 
My dear, my pretty one Ihe pro- 
nounced only Mi. Such is the 
power of beauty! when ſhe wills it, 
even the moſt infamous place is a 
Ex; ſanc- 


ſanctuary for her! — Durichemont 
Was dazzled: his tongue faultered. 
The innocent Lucilla did not per- 
ceive her triumph: ſhe became ſtill 
more timid, and more affecting. But 
La Courton obſerved all; ſhe ſwam 
in joy. This woman perceived, that 
ſhe might ſpeak then without being 
buffed: the ingroſſed the whole talk; 
the field was left open for her. Du- 
vichemont's ſoul had paſſed into his 


ly. cit. A pr tr oy diffrent: 
thoughts crouded upon. his mind. 
He regretted but one thing, which 
was, that this young perſon had 
been left, through his fault, ſome 

days 
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days longer than needed to have been 
in the hands of La Courton: he had 
but one deſire, Which was, to take 
her away immediately; Vet, when 


he reflected that Lucilla was the 
daughter of that woman, he could 
not help exclaiming within him- 


ſelf— © What origin, for fo * 
beauty!“ 


Full of theſe ideas, he ſcarcely ſo 
much as heard. the infamous coupler, 
who was ſetting forth, with vaſt 
emphaſis, the merit, accompliſh- 
ments, and virtues, of her pretend- 
ed daughter: he ſaw her; that was 


more than all La Courton could ſay. 


* 2 "a - — — 8 — - 
- * —_ 2 . * 

3 Tn ES 5 7 = — — — 
P 1 : 


„ oy 
— r — — 
Ws 


M -B'V'& HEL ws Dh; tt 
At length he explained himſelf, after 
Having defired Lucilla to ftep for a 
moment into another room. He ac- 
quainted La Courton, that he had an 
| apartment quite ready for her daugh- 
ter ; that he could not think of leav- 
ing a ſingle day longer, in ſuch a 
place, a young perſon whom he in- 
tended to love. — Set your own 
price upon the care you have taken 
of her, ſaid he to the pretended mo- 
ther: as to Miſs Lucilla, her lot is 
fixed.” — Te terms were propoſed, 
agreed to, and the bargain was con- 
cluded. An annuity of two thouſand 


livres a year for La Courton, and of 


a thouſand crowns for the young 
girl, 


g 
ö 
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. girl, who was to be miſtreſs of the 
principal of that ſum in two years. 
She was called in. — © Are you wil 
ling to go with me, fair Lucilla, if 
your mother permits it ?” —— The 
young perſon looked down ; but her 
mother anſwered for her. Each be- 
ing content, Durichemont and the 
lovely Lucilla ſtepped into the coach, 
and drove away. | 
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% LUCILLA: Or. | 


E Har. EE, 


Our or EVIL OFTEN COMES 
GOOD. 


N their arrival at his houſe, 

— Lucilla was ſeen by the ſage 
governor. He was ſtruck with her 
beauty: he ſighed. — Alas! (faid 
he to Durichemont, who. accoſted 
him with an air of ſatisfaction) have 
you had the heart to ſeduce her ?”— 
No, papa, replied the young man: 
we are both going to take you for 
our inſtructor: I. never before expe- 
rienced what the fight of this pretty 
Rb girl 
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. girl makes me feel; it is for ever 
that I love: if the charming Lucilla 
ſtill is what I wiſh her to be, how 
great will be my bappineG !”— — He 
afterwards related to him all that 
had paſſed. Lycille's virtue feem- 
ed yery. doubtful to the venerable 
old gentleman. — However, tis 
poſſible ſne may ſtill be innocent, 
faid he: one ought. never to be too [ih 
poſitive. | 1 


Lucilla had a ſmall apartment to 
herſelf,, with a woman to wait on 
her. Durichemont had for her, 
from the very firſt day, that reſpect 
which the object of true regard in- 
ſpires, 


4 - 1 : —__— — cc CT CS — - 


Doerr. 


ſpires. He would owe to love and 
inclination only, favours to which 
he attached his felicity. He ſpent 
the greateſt part of his time with 
her: to ſee and hear Lucilla was 
inchantment to him: the amiable 
girl diſplayed all her talents to amuſe 
him; he could not contain himſelf; 
every inſtant his love and his ad- 
miration increaſed. But the mo- 


ment of loving was not yet come 
for Lucilla : her indifference ren- 


dered her the more ſprightly and 
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gay. Durichemont pleaſed her; 
that was all: ſometimes ſhe traced 
back the ſituations into which her 
readings had put her; ſhe then 
| wiſhed 
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1 wiſhed her lover to reſpect her 
less. r BY 


One day he was clofe by her: a 
ſmart deſhabille marked admirably 
her fine ſhape; a thin gauze em- 
belliſhed rather than covered her 
neck; ſhe had on a pair of neat lit- 
tle ſlippers: Durichemont deſired her 
to ſing; ſhe chaſe the air 


:  Puſques dais Ja moindre choſe, &c. 

+ On ne / aviſe ſamais de tout. | | 
] Even in the moſt trifling thing, &c. 
« One never thinks of all.” 

3 No longer maſter of himſelf, he falls 


upon his knees, ſeizes her lilly-white 


hand, 


go LUCILLA: Or, 


hand, and claps it to his burning. 
lips : Lucilla's heart palpitated ; her 
boſom heaved : her lover thought her 
tenderly affected, and that he was on 
the point of being rendered happy; 
he ſtarts. up, and claſping her in his 
armg—*<*Tis done |”. — Lucilla then 
remembered La Courton's advice; ſhe 
cries out, forcing as loud a laugh as 
ſhe could Hey-day | what are you 
thinking of ? what would you be at?” 
Land taking advantage of Duriche- 
mont's ſurprize, ſhe ſlips from him, 
and eſcapes. The young lover then 
found, that he was not yet ſo far ad- 
vanced as he wiſhed to be. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XIII. 
Nz1THER GOOD NOR BAD. 


S generous as he was fond, 

Durichemont loved Lucilla 
the more for it. He congratulated 
himſelf on havin g failed, as much 
as others plume themſelves on a com- 
plete triumph, — How fortunate a a 
preſumption, faid he to himſelf, in 
favour of her innocence He was 


* 


a little miſtaxen; no women know 
better how to reſiſt, than they who 
have not always done ſo. The young 
man continued to exert his utmoſt 
endeavours 


92 L UC ILL A: or, 


endeavours to diſcover Lucilla's diſpo- 
ſition: it was not difficult to perceive 
that ſhe was paſſionately fond of read- 
ing. Durichemont's old tutor found 
meansdexterouſly to ſuppreſs the dan- 
gerous books ſhe had brought from 
La Courton's, by pretending to bor- 
row them. He judged: it not pru- 
dent to ſubſtitute, at once, others of 
a too different tendency : he gave her 
tender romances,” and comic operas. 
This laſt reading pleaſed Lucilla in- 
finitely, ſo much were theſe buffoon- 
eries ſuited to her taſte corrupted by 
the infamous Courton. She earneſt- 
ly deſired Durichemont to take her 
to the Italian play-houſe. Lucilla's 

leaſt 


The PROGRESS of VIRTUE. 93 


leaſt deſire was a law to him; and 
though the old gentleman, and the 
young one himſelf, would have liked 
much better to carry her to the French 
theatre, they were obliged to go to 
the faſhionable place. 


When Lucilla had taſted of thoſe 
pretty nothings, ſhe would no longer 
miſs a ſingle repreſentation : ſhe ſaw 
ten times the fairy Urgella, as often 
Jabelle & Gertrude, la Chochette, 
Roſe & Colas, Soliman II. Anneite 
Lubin, Tom Jones, &c. &c. &c. 
She did not miſs one of the twenty- 
four repreſentations of the affecting 


imitation 
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imttation of Ruth and of Boz.” 
Note, She faw but once the V 
fonnante*.) Her aſſiduĩty at the co- 
mic opera rendered her quite a critic; 
bat it made Her forget leſſons of a 
much more dangerous tendency.— 
She became prudiſh; and as every 
thing becomes a pretty woman, ſhe 
was ſo much the more inviting. One 
fault is cured by another. Happy 
they, who always take the ſmalleſt in 
the exchange ! it tends, though flow- 


* - %S we > % 


7— _— 


* T do not mean to attack this piece: I 
find in it a great deal of wit; perhaps too 
much. The author ſhould have ſpoken to 
the heart. 


ly, 


The PROGRESS of VikTUE. 95 

- ly, towards perfection. The point 

| at which a perſon ſtops in the ca- 

| reer of vice, is a deſirable one. Lu- 

| cilla is at it: She does neither good 
nor ill, | 
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RI ff NT - eee 
AMENDMENT. © 


— ⏑ HE will alter, I anſwer. 
for it: I think I know the 
ſtamp of her mind; it is faſcinated, 
dazzled, miſled, ſeduced : Let us clear 
up her underſtanding ; let us touch 
her heart ; let us ſhew her what vir- 
tue is; let us render it eaſy and ami- 
able to her; ſaid the old gentleman, 
one morning, to Durichemont. —— 
« Yes,” papa, you are quite right, 
anſwered eagerly the young man.— 
« But alas! afterwards, you will make 
your happineſs conſiſt in deſtroying 


_ 


* 


0 
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my work, in triumphing over a young 


heart which we ſhall have jointly help - 
ed to purifyl Eh l who told you I 
had any ſuch deſign? What would 
you do? . Ahl let butLucilla be ſuch 
as you wiſh her! heaven will then di- 
rect me what I ought to do. ----You. 
fay ſhe does not yet know what virtue 
is; and yet ſhe has implanted it in 
my heart; yes, from the moment 
of my lovin g her, my diſpoſitions 
change. O Lucilla, Lucilla, may I 
one day be enabled to declare my af- 
fection in the face of the whole uni- 
verſe, without bluſhing !” Yes, papa, 
heaven owes -a miracle to the faireſt 
of it's works : I like to think fo. 

540N F. When 


„ 'LV-CLLL/A:- Or, 


When will the moment come that. 
I ſhall be ſure of it!“ 


La Courton had not yet appeared 
at Durichemont's during three months 
that Lucilla had been there. Whilſt 
the youth and his guide were con- 
verſing together, word was brought 
in that ſhe was below.“ Let not 
that wretch ſee Lucilla, ſaid the old 
gentleman ; whether ſhe be or be 
not her mother, ſhe ought” not to ſee 
her.” She was therefore told not 


to take the trouble of coming any | 


more, and that her penſion would be 
paid punctually. She inſiſted on 
ſeeing her daughter: this was flatly 

refuſed, 
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.vefuſed, and ſhe was given to under- 
ſtand that ſhe neyer ſhould ſee her: 


me was then diſmiſſed. 


Luucilla was juſt riſen. Duriche- 
mont ſtepped into her apartment. 
Never did ſhe appear ſo beautiful. 


She looked down, on ſeeing him en- 
ter, and bluſhed a little. Her air 


was - no longer flighty ; her topics 
were leſs varied, and more ſerious ; 
her looks more timid. She had read 
the eyening before, Madam Ricco- 
boni's little hiſtory of Erneftina « her 
judgment began to form; her ideas 
inlarged. On finiſhing that pam- 


phlet, ſhe had examined herſelf : 
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the conformity between Durichemont 


and the Marquis % Clemengis was 
great : but what difference between 
Erneſtina and her ! (that difference 
however, began not to be ſo im- 
menſe as Lucilla thought it.) Du- 
richemont was enraptured at the 
converſation he had with his miſtreſs: 
love had not yet touched Lucilla's 
heart, but it ſeemed diſpoſed to re- 
ceive his ſhafts. When ſhe was dreſſ- 
ed, and Durichemont was alone with 
her, he talked to her about la Cour- 
ton, and did not conceal from her 
that ſhe had juſt been diſmiſſed from 
his door. Lucilla did not ſeem to be 
much concerned at it. Durichemont 


Ef | could 


N 
3 


n AF oP OA 


The PROGRESS of VIRTUE. 101 


could have wiſhed that ſhe had ſhewn 


more affection for her mother: how- 
ever, that day, ſhe appeared to him 
ſo different from what he had ever 
ſeen her, that he could no longer 
refrain from diſcloſing to her all the 
ſentiments of his heart. = 


He was ſeated cloſe by her: his 
arm preſſed gently the waiſt of his 
fair one. Lucilla was half. bent to- 
wards him, and had juſt been looking 
at him with an inchanting ſmile. — 
“Charming girl, ſaid Durichemont, 
with a ſort of half-whiſper, how 
happy ſhould I be if I could touch 
your heart !- love you; I adore 

N . you} 


1022 LUCILL A: Or, 
you you alone can make me hap- 
py.---My only with is to pleaſe you; 
the only favour I requeſt of you, is 
the gift of your heart.---I do not 
perhaps deſerve ſo valuable a jewel, 
if, to obtain it, any thing more is 

4 requiſite than reſpect and love: but 
= © you. yourſelf preſcribe the con- 

ditions; there cannot be one which 

I do not accept, ---Ah! LyeHlla ! J 

ſe tenderneſs in your eyes ;---fpeak, 

adorable girl ! ſpeak ;---A ſingle word 
from your lovely mouth can render 
me the happieſt of men.” —“ I owe 
to you every thing, fir, replied Lucil- 

j ta.---I owe to you perhaps much more 

than I am yet aware of. I do not 

| 5 know; | 


. 
; 
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know; but there ſeems to me to be 
a thick yeil before my eyes: I perceive 
ſometimes a glea:n of light, and imme- 
diately J fall back into the ſame chaos 
as before. ( Juſt as he ſaid!---- —) 
Ah! Lucilla--- (Yes, I feel it; ſhe 
will make make me happy--After all, 
what does it ſignify if errors which 
ſhe know not, have perhaps ſeduced 
her ſenſes: her mind and her heart 
are ſtill pure---) Lucilla ! dear Lu- 
cilla ! an inſtant--- happy for you and 
for me is coming - pardon --- my 
Joy --- But what have I then faid 
that can render her fo animated? 
Ah! you do not feel it!“ — La 
Courton's pernicious inſtructions were 
| F 4 forgot: 
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forgot: Lucilla ſighed, without know- 
ing why: ſhe no longer diſconcerted 
her lover by an affected laugh. The 

inchanted Durichemont left her, fil- 
led with the ſweeteſt hopes, 


CAP 


* 
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SC HA P. XV. 


BETTER and BETTER. 


L 


E went to the old gentleman, 

to inform him of the new 

turn in Lucilla. — © Books have 
miſled her, ſaid the ſage mortal, 
and books will ſet her right. I rely 
on your promiſe to reſpect her vir- 
tue. But what am I ſaying? You 
are in love with her: young, lively, 
impetuous, either you will deceive 
me, or you will deceive yourſelf, by 
taking a ſtep, which I cannot fore- 
ſee without ſhuddering. On every 
fide I fee nought but ruin around you. 


Fs Shalk 


106 LUCILL A: Or, 


Shall then the daughter of La Cour- 
ton become — Oh! heaven l- Be- 
hold, would it be ſaid in the world, 
the fruit of the leſſons of that boaſt- 
ed man. His pupil, under his eyes, 
with his knowledge, has married a- 
1 dare not ſay what, If you was. 
reaſonable and would believe me, 
as ſoon as we ſhould have brought 
her back into the right path, you. 
would remove the danger from you: 
her penfion will be ſufficient, with 
à few preſents which you may add. 
to it, to enable her to marry, ſome. 
- honeſt man.“ I would. a thouſand. 
times ſooner periſh, cried the indig- 
nant. youth, than conceive even the 


though 2 


PP 
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thought of parting a moment from 
Lucilla, --- Happily, I am not ac- 
countable for my conduct to any one 
but myſelf.— Do you, fir, if you ſtill 
love me, endeavour to render her 
worthy, in your eyes, to be my wife: 
for, from the firſt moment that I faw 
her, ſhe appeared ſuch to mine.“ The 


t old man perceived that remonſtran- 
1 des would then be ill placed, and 
|: what is more, badly received; he 
h knew, by experience, that they muſt 
d not be laviſned. He was ſilent. 
e «At all events, ſaid he within himſelf, 
d: | I muſt not give up my work: it 
r= | is a good deed to bring a young per- 
1e- | ſon. back to the paths of virtue, and 
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render her worthy to be the mother 


of children. If there ſhould ariſe 
from thence an evil which I cannot 
prevent, it will be through an effect 
of the fate of human undertakings : 
Sometimes. the beſt things have be- 


come poiſon, and the worſt an an- 


tidote,” 4 & 


Comforted by this juſt reflection, 
the old gentleman made another 
« His diſlike to marriage is quite 
got the better of, ſaid he to himſelf: 
if one was now to offer him a young 
perſon, as handſome as his miſtreſs, 
rich, well-bred, and of fair character, 
3 he would yield.“ Thus rea- 

8 ſoning, 
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foning, he went to Lucilla. The 
tovely girl gave him an account of 
what ſhe had read the-evening before, 
and aſked him whether the charming 
author of Erneſtina had written any 
other works. — © Yes, madam, an- 
ſwered the old gentleman, and all 
of them breathe the true ſpirit of 
morality, You ſhall have them to- 
day.” And in a moment he went and 
brought her Lady Cate/by's Letters, 
In a couple of hours Lucilla had de- 
voured this little maſter-piece- of 
elegance and ſentiment. - She after- 
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eur to her mind during this reading. 
The intereſting Adelaide, in the Mar- 
| quis de Crefſy, made her ſhed tears; 
Hortenſia ſhocked her; Madam 
de Creſ dying, rent her. heart: ſhe 
felt, for the firſt time, thoſe dear and. 


painful emotions, which diſpoſe ſo 


well to tenderneſs. The governor, 
by a wiſe and well-judged converſa- 
tion, endeavoured to unfold this pre- 


cious germ. But in enlightening her 


mind, he, without knowing it, kind- 


led in her heart the deſire of being 


worthy to inſpire an innocent and 


pure paſſion. Lucilla, enchanted 


with his leſſons, thought he left her 
| Duriche- 


LES 


N 
3 
5 
8 


can alone feel how much this diſco- 


man :;— Tis you, ſaid he, tis your 


My dear papa, I ſhall be indebted. 


The PRoGREss of ViRTUE. 11t 
- Durichemont, in the viſits he paid 
to his young miſtreſs, was agreea- 
bly ſurpriſed at the air of reſerve he 


obſerved in her: he even thought 
he perceived, thatwhen his eyes were 
not upon her, Lucilla's were fixed on 
on him; and that ſhe caſt them down 
with a: bluſh, the moment he looked 


at her. An honeſt and tender foul. 


He ran to thank the old gentle. 


paternal care that is going to give me 
Lucilla : ſhe alters! what happineſs ! 


. ta, 
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to you as much as to thoſe who gave- 


me life. I am not ambitious; my 


ſoul is ſenſible : of all the paſſions, 


tenderneſs is the only one I feel: 


make what uſe of it you. pleaſe to 
render me happy-: but remember 
well, that I cannot be ſo. without 
Lucilla. If I ſhould loſe her, I. 


ſhould hate life, and all mankind.“ 
The old man.anſwered :—* It is re- 


ſolved then : I muſt yield : let. us 


lefſen the evil which I cannot pre- 


L 


Durichemont embraced him: 
though he was not dependent on him, 


he loved his old maſter; he would 


have been extremely mortified not 


to have his approbation: for he did 
not. 
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not Abende to himſelf how much 
the alliance . which he wanted to 
contract, was diſproportioned. 


The old gentleman made a new 
choice of entertaining baoks. He 
ſuppreſſed the comic operas, and the 
romances in which every thing is ſa- 
crificed to love, in which it is reck- 
oned pretty to trick one's parents, 
meritorious to reſiſt them. He made 
her a preſent of Riccoboni's works, 
and gave her the New Heloiſa, M. de 
As Julia, and the Virtuous Fa- 
mily. Upon finiſhing the reading of 
the firſt of theſe works, Lucilla ſaid, 
with a ſigh : — She married Wolmar ; 
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114. LUCILL A: , 


ſhe did not run away. The ſecond 
affected her: ſhe called to mind her 
parents: the remembrance of them 
was grievous ; it drew tears from her. 
And if they ſhould experience the ſame 
fate as theſe of Julia, cried ſhe | The 
third work, inferior to the two others, 
pleaſed Lucilla, however, more: The 
ſentiments of the valuable Leenora de- 
veloped her own : She felt that her 
heart was formed like that of that 
tender girl : for the firſt time, ſhe 
heard ſpeak of the charms of friend- 
ſhip ; ſhe burnt with defire to have a 
friend: ſhe knew none but Du- 
richemont worthy of her attachment : 
— It ſhall be him, ſaid ſhe to her- 
I ſelf; 
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ſelf; I will love him as Leonera loved 
Roſe.” Miſs Cecilys affection made 
her know the difference between a 
criminal paſſion, and honeſt legiti- 
mate love (for during her abode at 
La Courton's, pains had been taken 
to confound all her ideas): but that 
was not all: the manner of life of 
Count de Lifls's duughters and their 
companions, excited her admiration : 
ſhe bluſhed at her inutility and frivo- 
lous occupations : ſhe would work; 
the book was not read through, when 
Lucilla put in practice the leſſons it 
contained. When the ſaw that ten- 
der letter, in which Leonora pours 


forth her ſoul into the boſom of her 


father, 
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father, and intruſts him with her 
griefs, ſobs almoſt choaked her 
And I, wretch that I am, ſaid ſhe, 
have hated mine | I have driven him 


to deſpair ; and perbaps made him die 
of grief! 


- Durichemont found her melting 
in tears : he is alarmed ; he throws 
himſelf at her feet : — © Divine Lu- 
cilla, cries this tender lover, what can 
occaſion theſe tears ? ſpeak, nothing 
ſhall be impoſſible to me !”----- — 

« Be not alarmed, fir, replied Lucilla, 
with a look full of ſweetneſs ; that 
is the cauſe ; at the ſame time pre- 
ſenting him the book ſhe had beer 
| read 
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reading The youth ſmiled. He en- 
tered into converſation with his miſ- 
treis. From time to time Lucilla 
fighed. ——*< You are tired perhaps 
of being ſo much alone, ſaid Du- 
richemont to her ? the life which 
you lead is too uniform: you muſt 
vary it: this very day I will carry 
you to a charming aſſembly.” —* No, 
fir,” replied Lucilla ; I like ſolitude, 
and cannot with for amuſements 
which I do not know. Iam as hap- 
py here as I ought to be. Let me 
purſue the new plan I have laid down: 
I am going to be uſefully employed, 
and to endeavour to render myſelf + 


worthy 


118 HUCEILLA: Or, 


worthy of your goodneſs.” . Ah! 
Lucilla! you deſerve a throne !— 
There is a bleſſing which I prefer 
to all that is moſt brilliant in the 
world.“ Be ſo kind as to give me 
your advice how I ſhould employ the 
day. What ſhall I begin with?“ — 
Fair Lucilla | when you riſe, your 
firſt taſk ſhould be to adorn that tem- 
ple of the deity,” — Very well: but 
afterwards ? — Doubtleſs you will 
read? — After that tt We will 
chat together the reſt of the time. 
*Oh! I won't truſt entirely to you: 
I will conſult our papa: I am ſure he 
will add ſeveral things to this regula- 
tion 3- 
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tion ; but if I am not better ſatisfied 
with him than with you, 1 will 
follow my book 1 


Buſineſs obliged Durichemont to 
go out: he took leave of Lucilla.— 
What ! jo , ſoon ſaid ſhe tenderly to 
him,” The youth ſtopped: Lu- 
cilla | you deſire my preſence” ! The 
amiable girl feared ſhe had ſaid too 
much. She difſembled ; but it was 
nolonger in the ſpirit of a coquette. 


/ 
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CH AP. XVI. 


VERY nenn THOUGH 
MoRaAzL. 


ES, ſhe does * me, or is 
Lon the point of fo doing: 
the amiable Lucilla likes to be with 
me. Juſt now, ſhe would have had 
me ſtay longer: the ſweeteſt happi- 
neſs waits me.---Neither leſſons nor 
precepts were wanted to make 
her love virtue: what proof of the 
goodneſs of her heart! books in 
which ſo many others ſeek only the 
aliment of an inordinate paſſion, vo- 


luptaous emotions, a preſervative 
againſt 


* 


* - 
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againſt their wearineſs of exiſtence, 
or at moſt an innocent amuſement z 
books alone have ſufficed to touch 
her heart! Others ſuck only poiſon 
from them, becauſe their corrupted 
fouls are blind to what is good, and 
catch folely at evil Lucilla collects 
only their honey. How ſhe affected 
me juſt now! the will employ her- 
{elf : the lays down a plan !---of her 
own accord too! charming little one 
ah! if Durichemont, if thy lover is 
worthy to make thee happy, thou 
ſhalt have nothing left to wiſh for. 
No, divine creature, no, he never 
will be inconſtant to thee. My 
governor buzzes in my ears, that 

4 G her 


122 LUCILLA: Or, 


her birth---but, indeed, that man, 
whom 1 valued ſo much, is like 
other old men; he ſays always the 
ſame thing.---I will not quarrel with 
him: I am under many obligations 
to him: beſides, he wiſhes Lucilla 
well; he has guided her admira- 
| bly, with a dexterity, a judgment 
IT ſhould not have been maſter of: 
he checked the impetuolity of my 
deſires; it is through his counſels 
that I have not obtained from her 
I love, any thing that ſhe need bluſh 
at.---But, always Ber birth Well! 
her birth is not ſhe; it is Lucilla 
that I loye, that I adore, who is per- 
haps now thinking of me,---Oh! I 

would 
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would not ſuffer any other to ſay 
ſo much to me. Lucilla is unworthy 
to be my wife How could he think 
it, or at leaſt, dare to tell me fo! 
--=- Lucilla is worthy. of the reſpect 
of the whole univerſe, --=He does 
not yet know all the fruit that ſhe 
has reaped from his leflons, and the 
books he put into her hands. He 
will be aſnamed of what he has ſaid, 
when he comes to know it.---7 can- 
not tell what may have paſſed before 
IT knew her. That is the only thing, 
he is right in.,----How can that 
myſtery be cleared up? Perhaps Lu- 
cilla will own it to me. -I tremble 
at the inquiry. What folly! why 
G 2 ſhould 


124 LUCILLA: Or, 

ſhould I torment myſelf ? let the paſt 
remain under the happy veil that 
covers it: let us by no means queſtion 
an ingenuous girl : good or evil un- 
known, does not exiſt for thoſe who 
are ignorant of it, | 


Such were Dutichemont's reflec- 
tions in his way home. On enter- 
ing his houſe he perceives his go- 
vernor: be flies to him, and drags 
him into Lucilla's apartment, 
There, the old gentleman was not a 
little ſurprized to ſee himſelf the 
ſucceſs of his cares, and the progreſs 
the young perſon had made: he 
found in her from this moment ſo 
much 
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much virtue, that he inſtantly formed 
a reſolution which he determined to 
execute the next day. It was late, 
the old gentleman and his pupil re- 
tired, Lucilla's eyes followed her 
lover: he perceived it, and his heart 
became more enflamed than ever. 


When they were alone: ! Wellt 
ſaid Durichemont, do you ſtill re- 


tain your unjuſt prejudices ?”—* I 
am ſtill the ſame, anſwered the old 
gentleman : I do juſtice to Lucilla: 
the ſurpaſſes my hopes : but you 
ought to marry a lady with a fortune 
ſuitable to your own, and ſuitable to 
your rank in the world; and the 
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young, the amiable, the beautiful 
Lucilla, ſhould be the partner of 
ſome common man, with whom. 
ſhe would not be obliged to appear 
in a conſpicuous light. Were ſhe 
to become your wife, the eyes of 
all the world would be upon her: 
one would aſk another, what was ſhe? 
who are ber parents? Shame will 
follow ſpightful informations, and it's 
inſupportable weight will eruſh you 
both. This, I own, is a harſh truth; 
but it is the truth. Do not ſay, that 
you will bid defiance to the judg- 
ments of 'the world : your children 
one day will not bid defiance to them: 
their intereſt is ſacred, and you would 
| diſ- 
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diſhonour yourſelf doubly, if you 
diſregarded it, With what face, do 
you think, they could ever ſhew 
themſelyes in the world : how could 
they ever dare to ſeek an alliance? 
They, the grand-children of a Cour- 
ton !---fye !---the very idea is ſhock- 
ing. To this home attack, which 
he did not expect, Durichemont an- 
ſwered only with tears: he felt all 
the juftneſs of his old maſter's reaſon- 
ing; he was in deſpair.— What 
then, ſaid he to him, can I not be 
happy independant of thoſe about 


me, and ought I to reſpect in others, 

prejudices which I have not?” - Un- 
doubtedly, replied the old gentleman: 
| G 4 we 


128 | LUC TIL LA: Or, 


we owe to each other a reſpect of 
conduct as well as of words: who- 
ever violates the fitneſs. of things, and. 
goes contrary to the received ideas of 
mankind, deſerves the contempt he 
brings upon himſelf ; all the morti- 
tifications and the misfortunes which 
follow. it: the giving of your hand 
to à girl born your inferior, is a rob- 
bery committed by you on ſome one 
of your equals: who do you think. 
3s to ſeek after thoſe you neglect? 
are they to be the men of Lucilla's. 
condition; or thoſe in a higher rank ? 
every one ought to remain in his. 
ſphere: one can neither ſink beneath, 
nor riſe above it, without ſome in- 

juſtice. 
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Juſtice, I tell you what I ought; 
with too much warmth, perhaps; 
but pardon me: Lucilla, being what: 
the is, can abſolutely not be joined to- 
you.” “ So then my father ſhall have 
choſen himſelf a wife, at an age 
when he might be taxed with ĩimpru- 
dence, and I, I only, cannot, with 
out covering myſelf with ſhame,. 
marry a girl whom I love, and who, 
you know, is worthy of me? ! Vour 
father's example makes nothing for- 
you: he married a young perſon, ho- 
was poor, tis true; but her. birth 
was reputable, and. even ſuperio to- 
kis own, ſince your mother was a 
lady of quality. There. could. be no- 

G. & oh 


130 LUCILLA: or, 

objection but to the diſparity of 
years: and there again, if ſhe loved 
him, as I believe ſhe did, there 
was no room for any one to find 
fault. But you! but  Lucilla ----- 
Ah! my ſon! (you have given me 
leave to call you by that name) I 
conjure you ; gain a noble victory 
over yourſelf; the wound will bleed; 
it will be painful; but one day, you 
will applaud yourſelf for it. Think 
that Lucilla“ “ I think that Lu- 
cilla is adorable, and that I love her. 
- But, ſir, you did not ſay ſo much 
to me before that Lucilla, whom 
you place ſo low, had deſerved by 


her virtues a much higher rank than 
\ 
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I can give her ?'—* My dear ſon, 


do you not gueſs the reaſon of it? 
Ah! you do not know the whole 
of my eſteem for you: I depended 
on your heart: I knew it was too 
proud to match with a mean per- 
ſon: I did not think it right, by re- 
ſiſting you, to give to Lucilla a value 


ſhe had not before: but now, 


that ſhe is worthy of you by her 
ſentiments, without being the more 
ſo by her birth, I ſee a real danger: 
your generoſity will ſtrive to com- 
penſate for the injuſtice of fate 


alas! at the expence of your ho- 


hour---and of your happineſs :. for 
you muſt not imagine that this: 
5 faſ 
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132 LU CIE L A: On, 


falcination i in which I now ſee you, 
will laſt for ever: it will wear off: 
the illuſion will vaniſh in ſpight of 
vou: you will then ſee all the ig- 
nominy of the ſource from which 
Lucilla derived life: diſtracting doubts: 
of her innocence will. ariſe to torment 


you ; and that Lucilla, naw fo. 
lovely” =— Let's have done with 
Lucilla, fir, and end a converſation 
I ſhall not ſoon forget. Ah! cruel 
friend] do you not know, at your 
age, that ſome remedies are worſe 
than the diſeaſe!'— With theſe words. 
Durichemont went away, and ran to. 
lock himſelf up in his own apart- 
1 


In 
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In the ſilence of night, the ten- 
der lover of Lucilla conned over all 
that his governor had been ſaying to 
him. He almoſt thought him right, 
without however altering his diſpo- 
ſition in regard to Lucilla, when the 
image of that charming girl pre- 
ſented itſelf. to his imagination: he 
ſtarted, as if he had really ſeen her: 
thoſe words, imprinted with. flames. 
in his heart; What! fo ſoon! the 
look that. accompanied them ; the: 
manner in: which they were pro- 
nounced; that tenderneſs; thoſe tears, 
all together deſtroyed! in an inſtant 
what the old: man thought he had 
gained upon the heart. of his pupil. 
Duri 


o 


* 


134 LUCILLA: or, 

Durichemont recollected, that, in the 
courſe of their converſation, Lucilla 
had chanced to ſay, there was one 
thing which ſhe preferred to all that is 
moſt. brilliant in the worid. He re- 
ſolved the next day to deſire her to 
explain herſelf. He fell aſleep with 
this thought, and the fleeting ſwarm 
of dreams e to him mae 
but Lucilla. 
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CHAP. XVIE 


- | * TRIAL: 


« TIJEAUTEOUS Lucilla, I have 

] recourſe to you: the recti- 
tude of your mind, if J miſtake it 
not, will induce you to ſecond my 
views: they are reaſonable, juſt, and 
will ſave Durichemont and yourſelf 
f 
it be in my power to fave Monſieur 
Durichemont from any danger, ſpeak, 


from dreadful misfortunes.“ 


command me; tell me what I am to 
do, and conclude it done: tell me 
quickly, I beſcech you!! “ Have 


| _ patience, 


36 LUCILLA: Or, 


patience, rephed the old gentleman :. 
the dangers ariſe fram you, and you 
alone can remedy it. Durichemont- 
is young, impetuous, and above all, 
tender-hearted ; he adores you : if we. 
were in the midſt of a deſart, un- 
known to the whole univerſe, he 
might marry you: but he is rich, 
he is known; if he marries: 
you he 1s undone, and: you- yourſelf 
will be-expoſed to the contempt of 
this vain world, of thoſe women 
whom your beauty. will render jea- 
tous of yon; of thoſe fops, whom 
your virtues will keep: at a proper 
diſtance. If your parents were ſuch. 
as one might acknowledge, lovely 
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Lucilla, theſe obſtacles would be re- 
moved. 1 am not ſo unjuſt as to 
think your want of fortune a crime, 
nor even any thing elſe; though that 
is of infinite conſequence, and 
though a ſingle one of your qualifi- 
cations may fruſtrate an otherwiſe 
fuitable alliance: yeſterday, I Was 
ſurpriſed at your way of thinking, 


wiſe, prudent, worthy in ſhort of 


every praiſe : I ventured to form a 
plan, and to found it on your virtue: 


I now put it to the trial, by exciting. 


your generoſity, and I am, confident. 
that your {6ul, will be capable of this 
effort. Durichemont is no longer 
his own ;, he is wholly your's : you, 

can, 
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138 LUCILL A: Or, 

can miſlead him, fave him, ruin him: 
dare to reſtore him to himſelf ; dare 
not to deſire any other reward for this 
generous action, than the action itſelf: for 
what I have to offer you is not worth 
preſenting. To help to ſettle you in 
the world, in whatever ſtation you 
may chuſe, I conjure you to accept my 
ſavings of forty years: the ſum is not 
large; but it may enable you to mar- 
ry ſome honeſt tradeſman; to whom 
you will be a kind of fortune, who 
will cheriſh you, and whoſe family 
will not upbraid you with any thing : 
here are ten thouſand crowns.; upon 
your marrying, I will ſettle on you 
ſomewhat more, which I have in the 


funds, 
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funds, to be your's after my deceaſe, 
which cannot be far diſtant. I have 
only a fiſter ; ſhe. is rich---and has 


no longer any children -- (the old 
gentleman accompanied theſe words 


with a deep figh) : unforeſeen 
misfortunes have deprived ker of 


them. (Such, O heaven! are the 
effects of thy power, and perhaps of 


thy juſtice! a virtuous wife loſes a 
beloved daughter : and La Courton 
is mother of Lucilla !---ſaid to him- 
ſelf the governor.) Therefore I ſhall 
not wrong any one in giving what 
I have to you. When Durichemont 
comes, dare yourſelf to tell him what 
you ſhall have reſolved; take no notice 

ta 


ES — Sno. — — 


—— — 


ung 


140 LUCILLA: Or, 

10 him of this converſation. You 
know it, fair Lucilla, your birth is an 
indelible ſtain : beſides that your 
mother never had a huſband, an in- 
famous traffio--pardon me; you are 
only unfortunate, and not guilty: and 
xf I ſet thoſe things before your eyes, 
it is to juſtify my zeal. Say, what 
may I hope for? Lovely Lucilla, 
you weep! Ah! dry up thoſe tears, 
they rend my very foul : it is un- 
| ""_—_ that I have cauſed them.” 


Fir, anſwered Lucilla, you 
4s not know me; you are excuſe- 
able, I owe you too much ever to 
hate you, even though you ſhould 

uſe 


0 | 
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uſe me ill; judge what muſt be my 
ſentiments, when you treat me as 
your child, Yes, to give you a proof 
of my reſpect and gratitude, which 
ſhall at once convince you how great 
they are, I promiſe to accept your 
offers, if it be true that I can do 
Monfieur Durichemont all the miſ- 
chief you have ſaid. But, is it very 
certain that he loves me enough to 
facrifice to me his fortune, and the 
proſpect of an advantageous alliance? 
That he overlooks all the ill he ought 
to think of me, who have put my- 
ſelf in his power without reſiſting ? 
J ſtill doubt it, and will wait to hear 
It from his own mouth, As to my 


mother, 


142 LUCILL A; Or., 
mother, what you have told me of 
her is new to me. I know that ſhe 
was to blame for putting danger- 
ous books into my hands; for offer- 
ing, in her diſcourſe, to my flexible 
imagination, deſcriptions which now 
make me bluth : but that ſhe never 
had a huſband, is what I am ignorant 
of,---You ſay that ſhe carries on an 
infamous traffic: it is true ſhe has 
ſold her daughter: but if that action 
be judged of by its conſequences, 
wherein is it blameable? If it be a 
crime, it is ſecret ; who can reproach 
her with it? It will not be you, I 
preſume, nor Monſieur Durichemont, 
nor me. „Ab miſs, if your mother 
had 
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had committed only that !--- Has ſhe 

done the ſame thing with other girls 

that ſhe has had?---Let us underſtand 

one another: Do you diſſemble with 

me, Lucilla, and do you mean to de- 

. ny every thing? or, which I do not 
think poſlible, was you really ignorant 
that your mother - why will | 

| you force me to ſay what you know?” al 
% What I knowl--= you did ex- #8 
preſs ſome eſteem for me, ſir; per- N 9 
haps I deſerved it.“ But how | | 
would you have me believe that your 
mother's traffie--thoſe dealings--- | 
that ly ſort of management--that you 4 


| never knew any thing of it?” — Eh! RH 
- what dealings, what traffic do you 1 a 
| | A 


mean? 


144 'LUCTLL A: Of 
mean? -I have not been always at 

my mother's; and during the few 
months that I was lately there, care- 
fully locked up in a ſeparate room, 1 
never ſaw any one but herſelf; and 
now and then, two young girls, who 
did at her houſe the ſame ſort of 
work that T have taken to again with- 
in this week paſt. (! O] heaven, 
is it poſſible that the wretch ſhould 
ſpare her daughter, ſaid the governor 
to himfelf! Tt would indeed be a 
ſhame the leſs for Durichemont. 
But let us ſtrike the laſt blow.---) T 
believe what you tell me, miſs. 
| You are equitable : judge, after what 
I am going in my turn to inform you 
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of, what ſhame your lover would 
incur, were he to marry you; 
to what contempt you would expoſe 
yourſolf in the world, and how 
-wretched you would both be one 
day or other. Pardon me however; 


neceſſity, and not indiſcretion, obliges 


me to ſpeak. Lovely Lucilla, the 
happineſs of having brought you in- 
to the world is ſo great, that I can- 
not conceive heaven to have reſerved 
it for the unworthy Courton. That, 
however, is the caſe; I am truly 
grieved at it: you are the daughter 
of a wretch who trafficks in the mo- 

deſty and innocence of ſuch unfor- 
tunate youbg girls as fall into her 
5 H hands; 
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hands ho proſtitutes them to every 
;comer 3" in a word, her houſe bears 


| that ſcandalous name which a decent 


man ought not to pronounce. You 
-yourſelf / have been delivered for a 
ſum of money to Durichemont: 
chance has ſaved you: if you had 
fallen into other hands, you would 
already have been ruined, and per- 
-haps one of thoſe abandoned crea- 
tures who ply in the ſtreets.” “ Stop, 
mir, what! would that have been 


my fate! added Lucilla with hor- 
ror: ſuch is the whom I thought 


my benefaQreſs!---I ought to have 


known her by her pernicious coun- 
1 as ns wretch! and I feel that my 


heart, 
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heart, my weak heart, corrupted by 


infamy, would have conſented to my 
ſhame! --Without Durichemont, and 
without you, fir, I was undone. .. (O 
god! ſaid ſhe to herſelf, redoubling 
her tears, I deſerve it---l plunged 


the dagger into their hearts=--I 


might have tried other means to 


move. them) Then addrefling 
herſelf to the governor : - 
me, fir; I will take the reſolution 
which heaven ſhall direct, and per- 


Leave 


haps you will be ſatisfied with it.“ ; 


— What does all this mean, ſaid 


the old gentleman to himſelf as he 


was going away ? This girl affects 
_— 7" me, 


148  LUCTULA: Or. 
me, ſeduces me ; my heart ſides with 
her againſt my reaſon---I am bewil- 
dered in all ſhe ſays— alas! I feel it; 
at every age a grain of NI kate 
With our wiſdom.” | | 


"Lucilla, now alone, een 
t herſelf all the horror of the dan- 


er ſhe had run. She called to 


mind the ſcene of the pretended 
thieves ; and the ſhocking truth 


ſunk deep into her heart. Her mind 
Was enlightened fince her abode at 
a Durichemont's 3 and, On another 
Bead, la Courton's immoddeſt talk 
bad torn off the veil : —< If I am 


yet innocent, faid the to herſelf, it 
is 


[4 £4 


The PRocrEss of VIRTUE. 149 


is to Dangeot's reſpect, and to the 
tender lover whom I now adore, that 
1 am indebted, for it: Ah! Du- 
richemont, how dear doſt thou be- 
come to me! He believes me the 
daughter, of La Courton, who ſube 
ſiſts by an infamous traffic, who has 
fold, me : and yet I am told chat he 
loves me enough to marry me | div in 


lover: my heart now knows thy in- 
N comparable merit: I am not un- 
q worthy. of thee : what happineſs lo 
4 but is. he ſure of my innocence ? 
in places like that where he found 
K me, virtue never is unſullied. He 
1 might think me a ruined girl, whoſe 
” youth and beauty prophaned---Oh 
is | | 


H 3 God! 


150 LUCILLA: Or, 
God ! that thought is dreadful--- 
1 muſt undeceive him; tell him 
all And my parents ?---They witl 
perhaps infiſt on giving me to F ifi- 
omon !---My lover will not inform 
them of any thing yet : he will mar- 
17 me without their knowledge, and 
we will acquaint them with it when 
the affair is over. This idea, which 
the leaſt knowledge of the laws or 
cuſtoms of France would inſtantly 


have refuted, pacified her: ſhe took 


up a book, and began her uſual ex- 


. 


CHAP, 


? 
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TAURICHEMONT. could not 
ſee his miſtreſs, as he intended. 

A relation of his mother's had taken 

him out and dragged him to a houſe 

where they dined. Though the 

| eompany there was extremely enter- 


5 taining, Lucilla's lover Was tired £0 
Aatb : the advances. of a very pretty 
ydung lady, the careſſes of a mother 
ſhe had, could engage his attention 
but for a moment. As ſoon as it 
was poſſible for him to get away 
4 | 


H 2 with. 


1 


— — — 4 
. l 
— — 6y : —L— 4 — —=a:= Cas —— — — * 1 . 1 —— 
— — 
— N bo 
- a _— = 


— — 
* 


152 ec ie A: Or, 


with decency, he flew to his own 
houſe, or rather to Lucilla's apart- 
ment. The reception he met with 
from his fair one penetrated him : 


ſhe let him fee how much ſhe de- 


___ in His company. 


3 had not o high an 


opinion of himſelf as to think his 


converſation. could alone ſufficiently 
entertain Lucilla : he propoſed to 
Her to go to the play: Luctlla was 
diſguſted" with the Italians 3 ſhe-told 
her lover ſo.— Well! let us go to 
the French theatre, replied the young 
man; it is a different ſtile, which, 
IT am ſure, will pleaſe you.” The 

amiable 
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amiable: girl wauld rather have Raid 
at home; ſhe had a great many things 
to ſay to Durichemont; but ſhe was 
no become more ſedate; ſhe no lon- 
ger thought that men ought to con- 
form like ſlaves to all her taſtes, and 
even gueſs them before- hand; ſhe 

had the complaifance to yield, with - 
out waiting for intreaty. She dreſſes: 
her lover helped her, paying her all 
the while a thouſand genteel com- 
pliments: Lucilla's tender heart 
palpitated with pleaſure: twenty 
times ſhe was on the point of be- 
ginning the withed-for explanation ; 
and as often ſhe deferred it. At 
length ſhe is ready: they ſet aff 
H 5 Cenis 


_— CC 
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Cenie was to be acted; the curtain 
is drawn up the moment they are 


ſeated. At the frivolous. theatre of 
the Italians, Lucilla liſtened only to 
a few airs; during the pieces of de- 
clamation, the duets, the racket of 
the trios, the quatuors, the quingques,. 


&c. ſhe chatted with her lover; the. 


thought to do the ſame here, and to 
amuſe herſelf at leaſt by that means. 
But from the very firſt ſcene, ſtruck. 
with emotion and tenderneſs, her 
eyes were fixed upon the ſtage, and 
ſcarcely turned aſide between the 
acts. Durichemont ſaw the plea- 
ſure ſhe took, and that was ſo great 
2 one to him, that this moment made 
* 2 him 


LE 
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him amends for the conſtraint of 
the day. When Lucilla was affected, 


Durichemont ſqueezed her hand : + \ 


in the moſt moving part, through 
abſence.of mind, or from an emo- 
tion of tenderneſs which got the 
better of her, the amiable girl an- 
ſwered her lover in the ſame man- 


ner. Durichemont $ very ſenſe was 
on fire: he felt, a delicious thrill: 


— Locilla, ſaid he to her in a 
5 you are the divinity of wy. 
| heart; vouchſafe to be my wife; re- 

ceive the yow. 1 now make, to give 
you my hand. and plighted faith.“ 
| Lucilla, bluſhing, {miled, and preſſed 
to-her heart. the hand of che amiable 


young: 


156  LUCIEL A?! Os, 
young man.—< Ah! this is the hap- 
pineſs IJ have fo ardently wiſhed for, 
faid Durichemont to himſelf. Is 
there any thing in the world worth 
Lucilla! My tutor would think as 
— if e ee 


The play nbc : the Marriage 
force followed it. Lucilla expected 


new wonders; and the name of 
Moliere, who her lover told her was 
the author of this entertainment, 
heightened the advantageous idea 
which Cee had made her conceive 
of every thing that is exhibited on the 
Prench theatre. But, good God! how 

e az 


* 
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was the aſtoniſhed ! The moment ſhe 
heard Sgararelle's indecent enumer- 
ation of his miſtreſs's charms, ſhe 
roſe up. Durichemont, ſmiling, gave 
her his hand; they went away. 
% How, faid Lucilla to him as they 
were going, can the ſame actors, 
upon the ſame ftage, repreſent ſuch 
fine things, and fo contemptible 
ones! play ſuch affecting pieces, and 
others, of which even the loweft 
ſtrollers would be aſhamed !'—< Tig 
true, anſwered Durichemont : and 
in the part which ſhocked you moſt, 
the pit, as well as the galleries, like 
"A Billinſgate aſſembly, thought they 
* 1 add in chorus to Sgan- 
5 arellbs 


C 
0 +L-UCIL L.A: O 


Margulies, the moſt e 
| | 2 #277 W--010 
e We pains Duriche- 
mont and his favourite ſupped- to- 
gether. — Ves, my adorable Lu- 
cilla, ſaid the young man to her, J 
confirm to you my promiſe: my 
happineſs depends on the gift of your 
heart: you are the miſtreſs of mine: 
may I hope that you, will one day 
not be inſenfible ret I love ou, fir, 
replied Lucilla, out of gratitude --=- 
Is that the only motive? —“ No, 
my reſpectable friend, I love you like- 
wiſe out of choice and inclination.” — 


x « Ah Lucilla! ah mn charmer H 
4 —Yet, 


41 
1814 
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Yet, ought I not to fear, in receiving 
your hand, that repentance will one 
day Tou wrong mel No, Lu- 
cilla, no- What are you going to . 
think ? Tis you who do me the 
favour in giving yourſelf. ! But 
and my mother?” — She does not. 
deſerve that name from you: her 
behaviour towards you diſpenſes you 
from the duties of nature. I have 
baniſhed her for ever from my door = 
let us 2 her, fair Lucilla, it is not 
2 crime. . Ah l dear lover !. you 
have hitherto thought, me the 
daughter of La Courton; you took 
| me from her houſe---you have ſuſ- 
— picions perhaps (who indeed could 
et, 1 > be 


160 . LUCIEE A: Or, 
be without!---) and you have not de- 
ſpiſed me l ſo much generoſity fills 


me with ſentiments for which words 


have not yet been found. Adorable 
lover, if I was what you think, I 


feel that I have, in my turn, great- 


neſs of ſou}, and gratitude enough to 
refuſe you, and reſtore you to your - 
ſelf; to prevent your uiſlonouring 
yourſclf.”- "—#* What are you going 
to tell me, dear Lucilla ! what hope 


do you brighten up in my heart !---. 
(heaven verify my conjectures l) 

Lam not daughter of the infamous 
Cotton : I knew not what fhe 1 was 3 
and it was this morning only that. I 


learnt it. During my abode at her 
houſe, 
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houſe, the wretch ſullied only my 
imagination; I was always locked up. 
and never ſaw any but her and two 
girls: I know chat intereſt alone 
guided her: ſhe has ſold me: I knew 
it not before this morning: this is the 
truth: if proofs are neceſſary, I ſub- 
mit to anythatyouchuſe to require.” 
What happineſs!---ah Lucilla! T:comi- 
plained that heaven had formed it's 
fineſt work of an impure blood: I was 
unjuſt. Heavenly father of all na- 
tare, thy views are far above our 
conception goodneſs directs thens 
as well as thy juſtice ; and whilſt we; 
blind creatures murmur at thy dif- 
| penfations, thou art preparing our 
felicity.“ 


162 © E UCTLE: A: Or" 


felicity.— I am worthy of you, 
dear Durichemont, c by my birth, by 
my fortune, by my affections, and, I 
dare to ſay it, by {till another reaſon: 
No man ever obtained any thing from 
me; and if there be one who has 
expreſſed deſires to; me, you cannot 
wmpate it to me as a crime without 
blaming yourſelf: it is yourſelf.” 
Suffer me to breathe, dear Lucilla. 
forgive a raſhneſs, alas! too culpable: 
Eh! did I know the treaſure I poſſeſſed 
---Adoreable girl! complete my. in- 
formation: what misfortunes could 
make you fall into the hands of the 
wretch-,who. would have rendered 
you as vile as herſelf? Lucilla then 
related 
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related her whole ſtory to her lover: 
ſhe told him of Fiſiomon, of Dan- 
geot; ſhe diſguiſed nothing from 
him; neither her flight; nor her 
inclination for her father's young 
clerk : but at the ſame time the ſpoke 
of his modeſty and reſpect, with ſo 
manifeſt an air of truth, that Du- 
richemont was thoroughly ſatisfied. 
dhe painted to him her hatred for 
Fiſiomon, her fright when ſhe knew 
him to be in Paris. - 'The young man 
ſhed tears, on repreſenting to himſelf 
his dear Lucilla wandering in a ſtrange 
place, not knowing where to fly, how 
to eſcape, falling into the hands of 
La Courton.—“ Ah ! why did not. I 

| meet 


{ 
| 
| 
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meet with you,” cried he, ſhuddering 
at the danger of her he loved more 


than his life. Lucilla gave him af- 


terwards an account of the progreſs 
of her ſentiments for him; and of 
her return to virtue. She had not 
yet mentioned her parents. Du-- 
richemont found reſemblances---he 


was in the utmoſt impatience : but 


he waited for the explanation's 
eoming ſpontaneouſly- from Lucilla, 
At length ſhe- told kim her family, 
and named her father ——< Ah! 
heaven ſ is it poſſible! cried Duriche- 
mont, tranſported with joy! your 


father is Monſieur de Fumeterre, of 


the city of Auxerre. Your mother's 
maiden 
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maiden name was Danville !” — 


« Yes, fir.”—** Oh! how will ſhe be 


ſurprized My adoreable ſpouſe, I 
leave you: my governor, whom J 
reſpect a thouſand times more than 
ever, would have cauſe to blame me 
if J ſtaid longer: early to-morrow 
morning we will pay you a viſit to- 
gether, Adieu---I feel, in parting 


from you, that I leave behind me 
my deareſt half. But it muſt be--- 


Lucilla ! dear Lucilla ! I do not love 
you more, but but I feel that you 
will be happier, and I cannot expreſs 
how much that thought adds to 
my felicity.” He kiſſed her hand 
E thouſand. times; ſtaid a great while 


longer, 


166 LUCIL'L A: Or, 

longer, ſeemin g every moment to 
be on the point of going ; at length, 
hearing his governor, who had ſup- 
ped abroad, return, he ran to him. 


y- 


4 
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HAP. XIX. 


DroayyornTutent AND Die- 
bn © COVERY. cat 


45 / 1 
* - 


— o hens tows talking with 
Luucilla, ſaid the old gen- 


perceived him; and I make no doubt 
of her having done what ſhe pro- 
miſed me. You ſe plainly, it is im- 
poſſible for her to be your wife. I 
am . commiſſioned by your relations 


match in view for you. I was this 


P. lady 


tans. to his pupil, the moment he 


to acquaint you, that they have a 


evening with the company, where 
7 dined; and the amiable young 


168 L UC I L:L A: Or, 

lady you ſaw there, is the perſon they 
intend for you: her fortune is con- 
ſiderable, her family good, and in the 
road of preferment: this match is 
ſuitable for you in every reſpect; all 
your friends with it to take place, and 
your relations have anſwered for you. 
IJ was: conſulted about your attach- 
ment to an unknoum female, Who 
lives in your houſe : there was ſome 
talk of obtaining a private order to 
ſhut her up in a convent: I ſaid · that 
was needleſs: I have done juſtice to 
vou as well as to the fair Lucilla, ſo 
that her being here does not hurt 
eithet of Jou. They would aardly 
belieye me: but upon my offering 
NN 5 to 
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to eonvinee chem. enen to- motrow if 
they pleaſe; of your lefarence to their 
good advice, and af the generoſity 
of: Lucilla's ſontiments, they Ar 
quisſctd. I am herärtily. glad that 
in a gonjuncture in which yo would 
have found it diffioult to conquer 
your inclination, the propoſab of an 
Aigen you eee 
lations, come to your aid. Beſides, 
FE muſt nut conceal from you; that 
if you ſheuld- reſiſt, it would not be 
at all the more in your power to 
marry Lueilla. A lettre de cacbet 

would ditpoſo of your wie for 


ever 10831336 % ig900%t 13d 00 
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Ah l papa, replied Durichemont, 


you, without conſulting me, entered 


into agreements which cannot take 
place? How'! what. Lucilla 
was to tell you has not made any 
impreſſion on you!” —* Pardon me: 
what that adorable girl has told me, 
has penetrated me, has filled my heart 


with joy; has delivered me from an in- 


ſupportable load: what ſhe has told 
me, authorizes me todeclare my love to 
the whole univerſe. “ I con- 


 ceiye-that the generous, reſolution of 


reſtoring you to yourſelf is an uncom- 
mon effort, and ſuch a one as ought to 


do her honour : but it anſwers no end, 


53 a+ * of if 
. 2 - 


— 
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if you do not likewiſe conſent —All 


the pains you have taken this day, 
have been levelled” againſt' yourſelf 


only----Know that Lueilla is not 
what you believe her----No-- -La 
Courton is not her mother.”--- —— 
«What do you tell me- But you 
found her at her houſe: what does 
it ſignify whether ſhe be her daugh- 
ter or not : infamy clings equally to 
her : "= La Courton is not her 
mother, ſhe had fold her innocence 
before ſhe delivered Lucilla to you: 
I ſhould have thought her firſt iiſ- 
fortune preferable for her. 
. How ingenious you are at tor- 
menting yourſelf ! Lucilla came out 


of that houſe as pure as ſhe went f 
I 2 into 


a2 LE A 
into it: Tis indeed a miracle 3 but 
heaven owed a miracle to Lucilla.— 
Vou have often ſpoke to me of a 
niece, young, beautiful, whoſe, pa- 
rents wanted to compel her,. 
< Well!“ —“ She hated the man 
they infſted on her marrying: ſhe 
ran away,” ---- —* What have the 
misfortunes of my family to do with 
your paſſion 7 — —* Happy old man ! 


that niece, that charming girl, who 


Was ſo long the object of the fondeſt 


hope, i is my Locilla. — 0 Gracious 
God! what do I hear ! --- Lucilla 1” 
— That then is the reaſon why 


I could not hate her! my heart was 
moved when ſhe ſpoke to me. 3 


40 judge whether this diſcovery renders | 
her 
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her leſs dear to me !---Ah! if you 
knew all the tender things the has 
faid to me . But I too was fur- 


prized at loving fo much, and be- 
ing at the ſame time fo reſetved: 


my dear papa, heaven would not 


ſuffer me to fail in what I owed to 
you-« Admite by what” Wa, 58 it 
brings her back to you : what means 


it employs to unite me to you! 


Lneill's innocence is fpotlefs: that 


endearing girl has not concealed any 


thing from me; ſhe would have con- 
feſſed it to me like the reſt, 11 
Have ſeen her foul without the leaſt 


diſguiſe: no, Lueilla would not 


have told a lie.“ Whilſt Hüriche- 
* ey mont 
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nont ſpoke, OY e ally 
rapturous tranf mn beg * 1 
o him, a ew 
. 35 een Ah! my 15 
utmoſt impa D 
Wee e, yr hh 
unfortunate parents. Db ; 
alive! Lucilla's only fer is, wig 
ief may e Nia. 
th — Yes,” my fon, ef 8 
lire. But rc mat 
— Dear n 
nee going be! an ami- 
oy art thou going to an 
. aus, will be thy * 
Virtu u conſent do it then, papa j 8 
5 pos gentleman was gone : 


Was 
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Was running to Lucilla, Duriche- 
mont, tranſported with joy, followed 
his governor, 


Lain bei RY re- 


peated raps at the door made the 
woman who waited on her open it: 
the lovely girl ſees her lover and his 


governor. Joy ſparkled in their 
looks: Durichemont could not con- 
tain himſelf: he threw himſelf upon 


Lucilla's bed; and, notwithſtanding 
er. reſiſtance, preſſed her in his 
arms: his lips were glued to thoſe 


of this amiable girl: the old gentle- 
man calls her his niece, and ſheds 
tears of  tenderneſs.——* Explain to 
I 4 me 


476 nA. 0% 


me whit E beat mid Lucilla tr- 
michy to Durichemont = My 
dear Lucilla, interrupted tlie ol 
gentleman, ſobbing, is it really thee ? 
Art thou the daugkter ef à much- 
loved ſiſter; Who I have nd ſech 
theſe twenty: yeni My HAR" 18 
A Anvilk, ahd. -A Yo ery 16 
-thet's brother, cried Lucilla! ag! 
my heart then knew you. My re- 
ſpect, my ſabmiſhon: to all your 
counſels, it wab nathre that in- 
ſpired me with them. (Alas! why 


did I not always hear equally well 
her voice I) vouchſafe to inform me 
of the fate of a father, of a mother. 
——*< They are alive, dear charmer, 
N cried 


| 
: 
. 
N 
: 


The PRoGR&s8of Virrur. 199 
cried Durichemont.“ - Yes, my 
dear child, continued the old gentle- 
man they love you, they repent 
the unjuſt. treatment they made you 
undergo. They will die with joy 
at ſeeing you again, happy, beloved 
---Lucilla! will nothing damp thoſe 
ſweet momepts your faults would 
be their crime!”'--—*< Heaven, my 
good fortune, that amiable young 
man and you, have faved me, dear 


f | uncle : : 1 ſwear it. — 1 believe 
dee, my child.” At che fame time 
Y he took Nurichemont by the hand, 
1 
and dragged him away: : it was s late: 
© 
N they went to reſt. | 
r, | 42 

5 CHAP. 
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N a 1 i 31 
" 4M OUGHT T0 BE WISHED 
FOR IN MANY WOMEN... 


FI L 


H E next day, Monſieur An- 

ville haſtened to his pupil's re- 
lations; to retract the promiſe he had 
made for him. Lucilla was in every 


reſpect as good a match as the other 


intended for Durichemont: With- 


out naming her, he aſſured them that 
the young man had engaged himſelf 


to a lady, amiable, rich, and whoſe” 
alliance was perfectly ſuitable. They 
immediately ſet about making their 
excuſes to the family of the young 


9 gentle woman 


\ 
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gentle woman they meant for Duriche- 
mont: out of reſentment, ſhe mar- 
ried a very honeſt man, whom the- 
hope of ſupplanting I Lucilla had made. 
e and it is aid that ſhe is 


. Wan 2 MY 


which the old ae de wrote to 
Auxerre, and Durichemont indulged 
himſelf without reſtraint. in the płea- 
ſure of ſeeing and converſing with Lu- 
eilla. He read with her J. J. Rouſ- 


ſeau's Emilius without entirely ap- 
proving of that work, in which Lu- 


cilla's juſt diſcernment found ſome re- 


ptehenſible things, ſhe was touched 


180 Ee LA Oey 


with the virtuous Sopbia's flianter 65 
loving, and the prudent cbnduct of 
het patents. The refetveddels of that 
ford lover of the young Emin, did 
not fail to have effect, upon a heart 
cured of the fatal poiſon La Confton 
had endeavoured to corrupt it with. 


The young Fumetetre's taſte began 


to be decided in favour of folid works 


which ſucceeded to this: the defiret 


to have Rollins antient hiſtory, and 
the Hiftory of France: : ſhe pur poſed 


to ſtudy nature in Buffon ; to wander 
through the ſyſtem of worlds with 


Fontenelle; to ſkim over every branch 
of literature with Voltaire; to relax 


her mind ſometimes with Boileau, 


Chaulieu, 


e * n K N 
8 2 "4 Le a fi e £ n 1 
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Chaulim, Roaſſeau, Deſhonlizres, and 

Dihat and all this was afterwards 
carried into execution z. but without 
breaking in upon the plan of work 
aud other exerciſes which the Had pre- 
feribed herſelf. Every one of the ami- 
able girl's actions ſhewed that ſhe was 
become again the fame as before the 
fitſt viſit from Fifiomon, and her un- 
fortunate abode at La Courton's. 
Happy return! But as rare as it is 
defirable. . ay Saban ET, 


v5 , 


One e denne propo- 
fed to her to go to the French theatte. 
Licilta would not agree to it, but on 
condition of her uncle's accompanying 

bs. them 


them. They ſaw the Governgſs and 
Counteſs . Asfleurs to her daughters 
became engraved in indelible charac- 
ters. in Eucilla's foul. Durichemont 
laid hold of her hand: Mademoiſelle 
de Fumeterre, whoſe love, far from 
diminifhing, increaſed, had the cou- 
rage to draw it back: her lover ſeem- 
ed afflicted: ſhe reſtored his joy with 
2 tender look. When the two pieces 
were ended, ſhe ſaid to Monſieur 
d' Anville; Ves, I feel it, t would 
de more eligible to ſerve, to live in 
wretchedneſs, than in diſhonour. It 
15 true then, and every thing tells me 
fo, that it would be better to accept 

of. 


r 
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of a diſagreeable thing, and keep with 
in the order preſcribed by nature, than 
to ſeek by diſobedience an imaginary 
happineſs---How Angelica obeys het 
mother, the moment ſhe knows her 
to be ſuch{ What. pity in Nanine / 
ſhe deprives herſelf of every thing, to 
ſend it ta the author of her being: 
and I-----bave driven to deſpair my 
reſpectable parents! Dear uncle, will 
they forgive me ?--Do you think they 
will pardon me ? I have offended 
them ſo greatly!” Upon their arrival 
at home, Lucilla inſiſted on quitting 
her apartment, and lodging in a room 
next to her uncle's ; on not ſeeing her 
lover but by his order, and in che. pre- 
1 . 


184 LUCILL A: Or, 
ſence of the virtuous old gentleman. 
This reſolution did pot alarm Du- | 
richemont; on the contrary, it filled 
him with gladhieſs : a real lover pre- 
fers to his own pleaſures the honout 
of her he loves. Lucilla ceaſed to | 
live with him : ſhe no longer de- 
pended on any one but her uncle: 
the honeſt young man ſhared the ſa- 
tisfaction his miſtreſs received from 
thence : Monkeur d'Anville was re- 
plete with joy: his brother in law and 
his ſiſter, informed of the fate of theit 
dear girl, were flying to Paris to em- 
brace her, to forget all their ſorrows, 
, and to unite her to her lover. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXL. 
Sons 6. 6 


TONSIEUR and Madame de 
Fumeterre were coming. The 


JP Lucilla, and Durichemont, 
were "equally impatient to embrace 


them. All. chtee had riſen much 
earlier than uſual. The coach- -gate 
Is throw open, à catriage enters: 
Lucilla, her I vet, and her uncle, fly 
to meet it. A perſon unknown pre- 
ſents himſelf he was drefſed mag 
nifcentiy: his Complexion, nan 
tanned, declared him a traveller. H 
ſpeaks : and Lucilla cries out: & 
is 
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it Monſieur Dangeot!' — “ Yes, 
Madam, anſwers the young man: I 
am juſt arrived from Moartinico: I 
have been at Paris a week only 31 
ran immediately to our old landlady; 
whom I had conjured to leave nothing 
undone to find you out, and to whom 
I had given two-thirds of ihe money 
which your father left with me when 
he commanded: me to fly: her in- 
quiries have been fruitleſs. Yeſter- 
day 1 chanced to be at the French 
play-houſe : I perceived you: I was 


in a box next to your's : the dreſs I 
had on did not allow me to ſpeak: to 
you; but I cauſed you to be followed. 
The ſituation I fee you in tells me 

1 that 
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that you are reconciled with your pa- 
rents: are you likewiſe the ſpouſe of 
Fiſiomon ?“ Lucilla bluſhed, in an- 
ſwering him :>—* No, fir.” —I thank 
heaven for it, replied Dangeot. A 
_ conſtant good fortune has attended me 
ever ſince I left France. On my ar- 
rival in a foreign land, a very rich old 
gentleman took a liking to'me. 'We 
talked together; I told him my name; 
he chanced to be my relation: I quit- 
ted the army (for I was a ſoldier) and 
lived near a year with him. His 


friendſhip for me increaſed daily. He 


fell fick, and perceiving his end draw 
near, he made me his heir, without 


ba other condition than that of en- | 


deavourin 4 


9 LUCILIA: Or, 
deavouring to find out a niece he told 
me he had left very young at Paris, 
and of whom he had never heard any 
tidings: he ordered me to marty ber, 
or, if I ſhould find her married, to- 
mare his inheritance with her. 1 
have not yet beef able to diſcover her: 
but even if 1 mould find her; I can- 
got be the huſband of my benefadtor's 
niece. . i Why, replied Lucilla, 
greatly diſtarbed ?” Dangeot looked 
down, and added; —** 1 will tell you, 
miſs, if we are leſt a moment alone.” 
<t There is no occaſion for hat, re- 
plied the young de Fumeterre: my 
Uncle and that gentleman are not too 
19 many. Ahl fir, eried Dangeot, 
addreſſing 
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addreſſing himſelf to the old gentle 


man, you are miſs Lucilla's yncle ! 
You muſt have a ſtrange opinjon of 
me: I will ſoon alter it.” 


+ 2” — ; 
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hear him, Dangeot began the clairciſ- 
ſement he had promiſed, in the fol- | 
lowing terms : 


Whit he was ſpeaking, Duriche- b | 
mont made in his heart every effort [ | 
imaginable to hate his rival, and could 9 | 
not bring himſelf to it. The company f | 
went in. When they were diſpoſed to j | 


| 


« An * brother of my father, 
< left France in his early youth: he 
* was thought to be end: at the end 


* of 
3 


160 LUCILLA: Or, 
«of thirty years he re-appeared ; he 
« had amaſſed conſiderable riches, 
«-and came to enjoy them in his na- 
«-tive land. Miſs knows him, it is 
« Monſieur de la Marre. He had 
« been married ; but never had any 
« children: his greateſt deſire was to 
leave an heir of our name, who 
« ſhould be called Monſieur Dangeot 
' « & la Marre, and who ſhould ſuc- 
1 s ceed to the office he had purchaſed. 
| My father was much younger thas 
4 « him : he would have him marry : 
« Jove diſconcerted the ſchemes of 
« fortune : a young lady, an orphan, 
e beautiful as one of the graces, and 
« ſearcely turned of thirteen, followed 
= « my 
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my father to Auxerre without the 
«© knowledge of her guardian. It 
« was called a rape; there was a ne- 
* ceſſity for joining them together. 
« My uncle agreed to it: but he was 
« incenſed: he declared to his brother, 
« that he would not ſecure. his eſtate 
« tohim but upon the birth of a ſon; 
« and. that if he ſhould not be ſo 
« lucky, as to have one, he would 
« chuſe bimſelf an heir among the 
40 « diſtant couſins of our name. I 
« came into the world at the end. of 
« a year: I am the only fruit of that 
„ tender union, and I was not of the 
« ſex which was to inherit Monſieur 
66 de. la Marre s poſſeſſions --——— 


« What 


% 


What do you ſay, interrupted. Pu- 
| richemont!'— The truth, far, re- 

46 plied Dangeet 1 Was a girl, and 
*:am ſo ſtill. — Heaven?” cried 
at once the old gentleman, Lueilla, and 
her lover! — © It was in the habit of 
my ſex that I was yeſterday at the 
play, cloſe by you, With our landlady; 
that was the reaſon why you did not 
know me again, and the cauſe of my 
not ſpeaking to you.“ 1 reſume my 
ſto ory. The midwiſt was bribed ; 
e my uncle was deceived: he thought 
he had a nephew: he promiſed to 
< ſettle on me his place and eſtate 
upon my marriage. My parents 
took great care to keep that pro- 
2. ; « miſe 
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miſt ſecret. I always appeared-povr. 
They hoped that, one day or other, 
a real boy would: put them in a fi- 
tuation not to fearuuy things Their 
dependance on that proved ground- 
* leſs. I grew up: my father and 
e mother trembled leſt the my 
*<© tery. ſhout be diſcovered if 1 RVed 
under my uncle's eye: they ſent me 
« hither, to people they were ſure of, 
and who readily came into the plan 
of ſecuring to them the' inheritarite 
* of their brother. When I Was 
| turned of eighteen; my uncle de- 
5 « ſiting to have me with him, I was 
; informed of every thing it was pro- 
per for me to know, and I returned 
© to Auxerre, I cannot ſay whether 
; K © he 
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494 LU CLE LA: Or, 
© he had not views upon miſs Lucilla, 
«©. when he placed me with her father: 
ee no other motive could induee him 
- << ſo to do. The daily ſight of you, 
. miſs, made me regret not being 
<< hat I ſeemed to be: the moſt 
1 tender friendſhip pleaded ſtrongly 
- « for you: you anſwered it, and 1 
enjoyed a bliſsful fituation, when 
% Fifiomon took it into his head to 
« diſturb our tranquility, - His purſuit 
«© was quick and ſecret : my uncle 
«© was ignorant of it: neither my pa- 
'« rents, to whom I related every thing 
« that paſſed, nor I, were at all diſ- | 
* poſed to inform him: you conceive 
e what difficulties it would have 
«thrown us into. I did not conſult } | 
| 6 any 
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any one to ſave you; I judged of 
. heart by my own, and Eiſio- 
mon was my abhorrence. We fled, 
my dear friend: I felt for you the 
.* tenderneſs. of a lover We were 
.* diſcovered : judge of my fright! 
*,1I.faw you on the point of being 
diſhonoured, or given up to, the 
.<« cruelleſt., and moſt. hideous of ty- 
„ rants: I would haye facrificed my 
10 fortune for you, and have declared 
« all, rather than ſuffer him to- But, 


E without being driyen to that, OY 
had other griefs not leſs pungent. 
„ to bear. No. one knew what was 
become of you : what tears did 
my anxiety for your fate make me 


60 ſhed! Your father Was indulgent to 
k 2 e ag 


1 BUCILL A: Os, 
me, but he bommanded me to fly, 
r and, às 1 before told you, he left 
m the Honey we had carried eff; 
er he tock back only your jewwels and 
9 The moment 1 was at 
erty 10 to 6, 1 employed our 
* ladlady to ſeek you; I did the 
ee fame n my ſide: all was to no 
1 purpoſe.” Heaven, I fee, took care 
of you. ”=—* Alas! faid Eticilla, 
| 158 ing“ What was to be done? 
2 If! 1 returned to m̃y parents, T had 
Te every thing to fear from Fifiomon' 8 
'« proſecutions, and the wrach of 7 
« uncle ; my pretended crime was 
« known, and in cleating myfelf of 
< it 1 ſhould bave' loſt my fortune. 1 
« inlifted. The fu upremns deing, 


« whoſe - 
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* whoſe goodneſs directs every thing 
þ oc for our welfare, made me find, un- 
« der another. hemiſphere, the * 
a ality. of what you was to me only 
the ſhadow.. Happy !, if his bęart 
*« reſembles paste rel he d, % 
be mt, Things haus altered. finge [ 
yy detum to Paris ; the half ef the ö 1 


* gl: Martinica, genjleman's police —| 
4 fing, to Which I. am intitled, . 3s | 
.<,engugh. for me to live np, inde | 


# pendent af uy uncle. J wig ſpon | 1 
Laas poſſihla $9. n Parggts, and a- 1 
if; SR agg * 


Wen che faithful end of Lash 4 
had done fpeakipg, Dugichemont [ 
- <lalped him in his arms without cere- | 
en 5 K 3 mony. 
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mony. N rr e lovely amazon puſhed 


him back. Charming "cavalier, 


ſaid Durichemont to him, whilſt 
you wear thoſe g 1 oo oe al- 


n to receive m— careſſes; 3 


for ſhe is fo dear to me, that I ſhould 


be jealous even of the ſhadow: of a 
gallant ” — Mademoiſelte de Fume- 
terre thought the ſame, as appear- 


ed from her bluſhing whenever her 


+. generous friend ſpoke to her. Mils | 


Dangeot was too defirous to enable 
her dear Lucilla to be quite free with 


her, to defer ĩt any longer: ſhe haſtened 
back to her good landlady's, to dreſs 
| herſelf properly, and for other reaſons, 
* will be ſeen in the next chapter. 
CHAP. 
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Go was ſcarcely gone; when the 
N rioiſe of another "carriage was 
heard in the court-yard. Lucilla's 
heart beabviolehily : 4 her Khees trem- 


bled under her: her uncle and her 4 


lover obſerved her turn pale. At that 


inſtant Monſieur and Madame de Fu- 


meterre appear. Lucilla ſhrieks, and 
faints away at their feet. The ten- 
der parents are frighted' out of their 


wits; they hiirry” they confound | 


themſelves ;'' Durichetnont weeps, 
embraces his miſtreſs : Madame de 
Fa umeterre pulls out her ſmelling-bot- 


K 4 tle, 
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tle, lets it fall, and breaks it: old d' An- 
ville alone has common ſenſe ; he 
_ fetches a little cold water, and throws 
it in his nicce's face: ſhe opens her 
lovely eyes, and {ces thoſe. whoſe" re- 
proaches the feared bathed in tears. 
Infiead of upbraiding her, they heap 
| upon her the moſt on SUD e 

—* My. dear papa, my dear mate 
be illa to them, with 4 torrent! 
of tears, do; you forgive me. all the 
ptrows. I Ha pate Jou feel; alas { 
unwillingly ? Think of nothing 
but loving us, y dear girl. anſwered, 
they both at once we have forget 
our misfortunes and thine. 4 Vour 
gooduek renders me Kill more culpa · 
ble. To deſerve i it, thou haſt on- 
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ly. to partake in our gladneſs : let us 
enjoy, unclouded, the happineſs of 
ſeeing thee again. The amiable girl 
flew into their arms: Yes, eried 
ſhe to them, with a voice interrupted 
with ſobs, diſpoſe of my life ; take 
me, if you will, from this lover whom 
I agare; it will kill me, but I will 
not complain. I would: rather obey q 
yaus than be rm: Ne ani 
perhaps an ee of virtue; 
but Lucilla felt them: they height-- 
ened- the joy of her parents ; hey 
did.hongur to old Monſieur d 'Anville; FH 
they rendered Daene are 
than ever. Te 
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"The uncle and the lover had 1808 


5 been thought of: after having fatiſ- 
| fied the firſt emotions of tenderneſs 
for hes daughter, Madame de Fu u- 


meterre ran to her brother's arms : 


the pleaſure of ſeeing each other again 


was heart-felt and pute; they taſted 
all it's ſweetneſs. Durichemont was 
careſſed in his turn as tenderly as his 
miſtreſs. Lucilla's parents already 


| called him their dear ſon, and talked 


of not deferring the marriage above 


a few days. Durichemont ſtood i in 


need of this comfort. The reſtraint 
to which Lucilla had ſubjected him 


for ſome time paſt, in heightening 
bis eſteem, had likewiſe increaſed his 


ardour and defires, Monſieur and 
. Madame 


* 
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Madame de Fumeterre were conducted 
to the apartment which had been pre- 


pared for them: Lucilla quitted that 


of her uncle; and inſiſted on lying in 


a corner of her mother's bed-cham- 


ber, till her wedding-day ſhould 


% 


- 


Whilſt they were'aſking and an- 


ſwering one another the ſame thing a 
thouſand times over, a ſervant an- 
nounced five gentlemen and ladies. 
Old Monſieur d'Anville and Da- 
richemont had forgot to mention 
them to Monſieur and Madame 
de Fumeterre: how were they 
ſurprized to ſee the father, the mo- 
and the uncle of Dangeot? A 


Young. 
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— — ee - Mademoiſelle 
Pangeot was not caſy tu nom again; 
dhe was, in the dreſs of her ſex, almoſt 
as handſome as ber friend. Lucilla 
flew to her arms, calling her her dear, 
her charming fiſter. Whilſt they eu- 
4 each other, Monſieur d' Anville 

a general account to Monſieur 

— Madame de Fumeterre, and 
Durichemont performed with grace 
the honours uf his houſe. Laxcilla's 
parents could not recover from their 
aſtoniſhment': they looked at each 
other, - lifted their eyes and heads up 
to heaven, and did not fo much as 
perceive the young officer kneeling 
before them. —< Dear authors of my 
* 
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being, ctied he to them; | you have 
this day reooVered a beloved daughter, 
and heaven permits your ſon to em- 
brace you.” At the ſame time he 
darts into their arms. To deſcribe 
what were, at theſe words, the de- 
licious ſenſations, the tranſports, the 
haſty movements, the joyous excla- 
mations, the ſweet eſſuſions of heart 
of the happy family, is, I confeſs, nat 
in my power: I leave che good and 
ſer 


-. ” F * 
1117 


2 When they were a little recovered, 
all of them at once aſked young de 
Fumeterre frern. whence he came, 
R what had kept him fo long from his 
native land, how he chanced to'be 


Wich 
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with Mademoiſelle Dangeot, &c. &c, 
He anſwered every thing in order. 
He began with informing them, that 
he had been taken priſoner in Canada, 
and confined for ſeveral years in a 
fort belonging to the Engliſh : that 
having made his eſcape from thence, 
he had got to Martinico, very badly 
equipped: that on his arrival there, 
he was thrown into priſon, and con- 
demned to be hanged, for a murder 
committed at the place where he 
landed: That his death was by ſo 
much the more certain, as his ac- 
euſers were themſelves the perpetra- 
tors of the crime, and wanted to ſa- 
; ctifice a wretched ſtranger to their 
own mn ety: that on the day on which | 
FT the 
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the ſentence was to be executed, he 
Was viſited by a young gentleman, 
Who, without knowing him, in- 
tereſted himſelf ſtrongly in his be- 
half, furniſhed him with the means 
of juſtifying himſelf, and, through 
the intereſt of a very rich relation, ex- 


tricated him from that ugly affair; 


that that young man was the lovely 
Dangeot: that after he had received 


this favour, he ſtill thought i it miglit 


not be prudent to diſcover himſelf en- 
tirely; ; but he owned that a certain 
feeling, ſtronger than gratitude, at- 
2 tached him to his deliverer, and that 
he was highly delighted when he 


an him ready to leave Martinico, to 


return to F rance: that he did not 


how- 


2 


. 
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however open himſelf any farther af- 
ter their, arrival at Paris: but that the 
moment his friend; declared her ſex, 
he, telt that his happineſs depended 
on. being always loved by her, and 
acgordingly haſtened to render her 
the homage due to beauty: that he 
told her his name, and that Made- 
moiſelle Dangeat, after an exclama : 
tion of ſurprize, owned to him, witk 
a ſmile, that ſne knew him before 
their departure from Martinico; that 
ſhe at the ſame time informed him of 
the arrival of his parents,: and that ſhe 
Was his liter s friend. — Judge, 
added he, whether I. deſired to ac 
company ber !-----Notwithſtanding 
the * of my affection, 1 > 4 
2 ferred 
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ferred writing to you, that might | 
increaſe your joy, by,not doing it till 
the molt beloved of kings the reward, 
I do not fay of my valour, but of my 
zeal; This very morning L received 
this honourablę mark of one ci his 
orders . I find myſelf once more 
among thoſe that are deareſt. to me: 
Amy xelations are united hy the hap- 
— | Foun 1% Durichemant} 

one experience your cond, and 
will you refuſe to aſk the parents of 


this amiable. lach lex fot me io der 
her ny ban blo am} zwe Dan o 


de erdſs of St. Lelo. 2 N 5 
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Upon chis the two families, which 
had born each other a mortal hatred 
ever ſince the elopement of Lucilla, 
pledged reciprocal vows of the fin- | 
cereſt and moſt" tender friendſhip : 1 
Monfieur de la Marre engaged to 
ſettle the whole of his eſtate in favour 
of his niece's marriage with Fume- 
terre, and the two alliances were fixed 
for the ſame day. Lucilla and Ma- 
demoiſelle Dangeot could never ſay 
enough to each other; love and 
friendſhip rendered them equally 


PY * 
: * +» A ” " 121 * . 
- b 2 0 N z 


The only thing now wanting was 
to find out the old Martinico gentle 


man's niece: | was reſolved to 


make 


2, 
e * 
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mint farther enquiries in the after 
non The company ſat down to | 
dinner: each placed himſelf according 
to his inclination : the fathers and 
mothers, who waned! to talk of their 
children, drew together; old Monſieur 
Anvil and the honeſt la Marre 5 
Mademoiſelle Dan geot kept together; "of 
theit lovers were at their ſides. The 
adyentures of the charming Dangeot 
were the firſt thing that was talked 
of. It was wondered how a pretty. 
young girl could have ſo much cou- 
rage : Monſieur d'Anville was lefs | 
ſurprized at it than the others: he ſaid, 
that men and women having the ſame 


education alone made a differ- - 
ence 


-LUCLLL A: o 
ence in their manner of chinking; 


that Mademoilelle Dangeot having 


received that. of a young man, it was 


not to be wondered at that ſhe had 


the reſolution and bent of one. Her 


good. luck. in meeting with that old 
relation in the Weſt-Indies was 
| equally intereſting to both families; ; 


it was talked of for a long white, 
Ths company: deſired to know., what 
were the. indications he had given 
* the qiſoavery of his niece. Made- 
wmaiſelle Nangeot- immediately pro- 
duced the eld man's papers relative 


0. that ſubjqct and delivered ente 


1 Monſieur Pangeot hain to 
read them, All at ones it was ob- 
ſerved 
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dame! ne who ran them over 
with him, was fluſhed with joy: 
„Ahl my dear daughter cried ſhe, 
| whjhy chyſelf the whole of thy fortune. 

That niece of the old man- 

„% Well! ſaid young. Fumeterre!' 
_ You ſee: her- It is me: he left 
Paris before I was acquainted with 
Monſieur Dangeot ; I was young and 
unexperienced, I neglected him; he 
loſt ſight of me, and I never ſaid any 
thing about him either to my ſpouſe 
or my daughter. Tou know, ſaid ſhe 
to her huſband, that your family and 
mine were related : that is the reaton 
"why he has made her this heirefs: he 
K&niew not of her being connected to 


him 


21 LUOIL LA: Or, 


him by yet ſtronger ties .— Every one 
was ſtill more ſurprized at this farther 


ſtroke of fate. The two female 


friends remarked, that they were both, 
their parents, and, without knowing 


it, nearly related: upon which, freſh 


eareſſes enſued between them. We 
ſhall be rich enough, ſaid Made- 
moiſelle Dangeot to her lover, with got 


the bounties of my uncle, and the 
ample inheritance of my, mother's.: 
leave to your ſiſter the whole of the 
fortune ſhe would have been intitled 
to if you had not returned: L inſiſt 
on it. This generous thought was 
applauded; and in ſpite of Lucilla 
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and Durichemont, who oppoſed it, 
. was ſo ſettled. +: 
of N 3 BL 3 a fond 
1 cards; they looked upon that 
grave and frivolous occupation, as an 
anticipated annihilation. However, 
all were at liberty fot the reſt of the 
day. Old Monſieur d' Anville was 
deſiraus to procure his ſiſter the plea- 
ſute of a play, to his brother-in-law 
the fight of a picture always inchant- 
ing, to his niece an example, to Du- 
richemont a uſeful and affecting leſ- 
ſon. He took them all to the Prejuge- 
'2-la-made.' Madame de Fumeterre 
had never ſeen, or read, any drama- 
4 tic . this intereſted her 
ſtrongly 


26 LU CILTL A: Or, 


ſtrongly from the very firſt act. 
* Daughter, faid ſhe, to Mademoiſelle 
Dangeot, we are taught to believe 
that thoſe folks-are in a ſtate-of dam- 
nation; yet they have edified me. 
Perhaps it is not confidered that they 
paint the good one ought to do.“ In 
the intervals between the as, ſhe 
caſt her eyes upon the brilliant eircle 
of ladies around her: one, above all, 
ſtruck her, leſs by her beauty, than 
by an open and affable air, which 
captivated every heart. She aſſced 
her name“ Tt is, fid Lucilla's 
lover to her, the Counteſs of E 
« How gleriouſſy ſhe looks! ſaid 
young Monſieur de Fumeterre. 
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che (goodneſs of her heart and of her 
head are equal to her conſummate 


beauty; ſhe owes the homage of every 
keart folely to her eſtimable qualities, 
quite independent of her illuſtrious 
birth : thoſe graces, that captivating 


form, are an advantage ſhe ſcarcely 


thinks of; ſhe has no'need of them to 
make herſelf adored.” This teſtimony 
was" applauded by all the gentry in 
the neighbouring boxes. Lucilla faid : 
— How happy is ſhe! people 
praiſe her, when they are ſure ſhe 


does not hear them!! 


The play ended; and Madame de 
Fumeterre was in raptures; Lucilla 
more — with regard to her 


L | dutics; 
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duties; Durichemont, if poſſible, 


more affectionate than before. 


. To this play ſucceeded the Maulin 
de Favelle. Madame de Fumeterre 
ſtared and looked around her, as if 
doubtful whether they were {till inthe 
fame place. Every. thing convinced 
her that they were. Alas faid 
ſhe, with a ſigh, it is doubtleſs, for this, 
that theyare ranked among the damned! 
In their way home, Lucilla imparted | 


her reflections t to her uncle and young 
Durichemont : cc] find, ſaid the, 


that the French theatre is called the 
Khool of virtue; but it wants much 
purifying. 
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'3 349 ner 27 J* 7e At. 
ed Fiſiomon' s ears, ke concludec 


that 
nothing but Luci Na could! be the eiue 
of their jo journey : "he reſolved t o follow 
them privately, and to 7 0 "his * 
to be tevenged on that young lady for 
her hatred of him, and on her pa pa- 
rents for the ſlights they had en 
him. He took poſt, and atriwed if 
Paris the ſame day as they. ng 
could not find them: even the naffy, 
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of Durichemont and old d' Anville 
were unknown to him. However, he 
did not loſe courage; and ran from 
morning to night amongſt Monſieur 
de Fumeterre's acquaintance: all in 
vain. Tucilla s parents had reſolved 
to marry their children A a country. 
ſeat of Durichemont's 8. ſome leagues 
from Paris, and not to preſent their 
f daughter i in the world but with ber 
huſband. This precaution diſcon- 
certed all Fiſiomon- bad defigns 4 
he knew nothing, he learnt nothing. 
To comfort bimſelf for theſe diſap- 
pointments, he plunged 4A as 
chief ol 


Wo Vac een 


3110. Fd: > 0312144 


: 5 
2 = : 
, $ _— 


ad 4d 1 
1 4 Ms a 


The PROGRESS Of Virtue. 221 


His love of eaſy pleaſures led him 
to La Couttons. The ſplendor of 
his purſe hid the uglineſs of his per- 
ſon, but it did not remove the dan- 
ger. The nymph whom the infa- 
mous coupler proftivited to him, was 
-not' a:novice: the communicated to 
the uhworthy interpreter of the laws 
the poiſon which circulated. in her 
eins. He did not perceive: it till 
ſome days aftet . Let us diſmiſs 
to Waker om his fancied ſecurity : 
ne tatal inſtant that is to qpen his 
eyes is. not far off. iD ez 
| . 5500 19449 2vall © 
In the arms of her parents, amidſt 
: their: carefles, Lucilla, in the preſence 
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_ of Puriehemont, gonfeſſed to them 
all her faults: whilſt ſhe informed 
them how much ſhe vvus indebted to 
her loyer,{he: faw them ſhudder at 
the daoger ſhshag run Madame de 
Fumeterre, melting into tears, preſſad 
 Durichamont-to ber baſom, tand: aid 
to him: MH drar ſom! ah'luvich- 
aut thee I had no langer a daughter! 
lit is thou vchp haſt faved her ; ſhe's 
thy right; ſhe ought all her life to 
Job upon thee as her father and Her 
: huſband t and de deu, my dear fon, 
treat her as a child whom thy cares, 
thy affection, and thy good degds 
have given'thee,” 
bim nνꝗt D 10 af 32 Il 
awid}e4q f ni Ian on Monfiebr 
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"Monſieur and Madame de Fume- 
terre reſolved to make the vile Cour- 
ton tremble for What ſhe had done: 
they did not think* proper to fend for 
her, nor that Lucilla fficuld ever 
more behold her. They deſired Du · 
nchemont to conduct them to her 
houſe. When they arrived there, the 


' was in converfation with the old 
Count 1 mentioned before. They 


were defired to Wait a moment, and 


were ſhewn into a room adjoining to 

that in which the proctireks | and the 
Stey-haired lecher were talkin ing” to- 
gether. 1a | 


* 
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"== i] rate due, it „ld have 
deen neither more nor leſs (ſaid La 


L 4 Courton 
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on and my annuity was ſe- 
_ cured before ſhe left me. I can ſafely 
ſwear to you; that it is the firſt time 
a girl ever went out of my houſe ſuch 
-as ſhe came into it; and you know that 
that pretty flaxen-haired thing, Wh 
ſtaid but one night here, did not 
eſcape you; rhough 1 proteſted "a" 
thouſand times over to her father, the” 
next day, that not a creature had 
touched her. This muſt have been 
born-under a lucky planet indeed : it 
is the only good action I have done 
theſe thirty years; I did not think I 
ſhould have cauſe to repent it.— 
At was uſing me exceſſively ill, re- 

| plied 
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plied the Count; IL. who! ſpend five 
hundred guineas every year in your 
houſe. Such à girl as that!“ 
did wrong, arid am ſorry for i” 
—.4 No way to intice her back, were 
It but for once?--Sce, ſpeak; try,throw 
vut a ſwinging bait: I will ſacrifice 
à thoufand guineas, if it be neceſſary, 
and I am going to ſell one of my 
eſtates. Your uſual cunning, -your- 
-artful tricks, will not all that do? 
* am thinking.-----The lover has 
diſmiſſed: me J cannot appear again 
before him.---The young perſon— 
ſhe has certainly been indiſpoſed 
againſt me- I fee but 28 Way. 
„Well! en Is it? ö To take 
her by force.“ If there be no 
WR other 


4 
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other, we} müuſt een do that: but, do 


be to have in one a power, were. it but 


for an hour, ant honeſto gib 'þgloved 


by — who, beligyes her chaſte: 
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The old villain ſaid here things at 
Which My imagination farts... back 


with horror, and which my pen dares 


not write. Monſieur and Madame 
de Fumeterre emoved to a Window 
at the farther, end of the room, not 
to hear any more: and young Du- 
richemont ſaid to them; See, 
how heaven makes uſe of every thing 


to convince us that your dear daugh- 
ter 


«a 
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ter ſtill has her firſt innocenee; every 
thing bears teſtimony to her virtue?” 
Monſieur and Madame de Fumeterre 
ſmiled: befides the joy they felt, they 
were delighted that Durichemont had 
made this refleckion of his own ac- 
cord. All at once, Lucilla's parents 
ſaid to each other; What buſineſs 
have we here? We are going to ſpeak 
to a wretch who' will not hear us: 'Tt 
is to the upright magiſtrate, whoſe in- | 


defatigable cares purge this great city þ 
1 of ſcandals, that we ſhould apply. Let ; 
1 us go.“ At theſe words, they all 
tf three run down ſtairs, jump into their 
7 | carriage, and think they cannot make 
i haſte enough from that infamous 


= place; 


Honeſt 


* 
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_ - Honeſt people ſhould have as little 
| Srl as poſſible with the 
wicked, even when they are to be 
brought to condign puniſhment. In 
the claſs of the wicked, there are 
who avenge the public and the good. 
It was Fifiomon himſelf who ſaved 
Monfieur and Madame de Fumeterre 
the trouble of indicting La Courton. 
As ſoon as he perceived the ignomi- 
nious preſent he had received at her 
Houſe, he became ſerious, ſwore he 
would take vengeance for it, and kept 
his word. To rid my reader at once 
of theſe odious perſonages, 1 will an- 
ticipate the order of events, 


* o 


* — — 


* 


The PA OORR 88 of VIRTUE. 229 


Whilſt Durichemont, young de 
Fumeterre, and the lovely Dangeot 
were rejoicing at their having diſſuad- 
ed Lucilla from a generous, and at 
the ſame time fatal reſolution ; Fiſi- 
omon, racked with violent pains, hies 
away, to the temple of his pleaſures, 
demaliſhing the idol and the altar. 
The firſt thing he ſees on entering, 
is the young nymph who had received 
him in her arms: ſhe makes up to 
him, ſimpering, and offers him a kiſs. 
Fiſiomon anſwers her advances with 
a ſlap in the face, and other pret- 
tineſſes of the ſame kind. The noiſe 
brings La Courton.—“ Ha! is it 


thee, thou infamous — ctied 
| ts, 
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he, thou ſhalt now receive the reward 
thou deſetveſt” He draws his fivord, 
(fot this pfefillent wore one, when he 
Was at Paris,) reaches the wretch who 
fled; and puniſhes er, with the moft 
towardly- thruſt; but worthy of her 
and of Him. After this © exploit, 
Fifiomon was marching off. The 
fhrieks of the girls had alarmed the 
people in the ſtreet; a guard arrives: 
the murderer is ſeized and commit- 
ted to priſon: In this extremity, 
| Monſieur de Fumeterre is informed 
of his fate; he has the humanity 
to fly to his afſiftance, and to em- 
ploy his own friends as well as thoſe 
- of the criminal: a pardon was ob- 


tained for him; but his relations 


only 
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only were. benefited by it: his diſ- 
temper, . 'temerſe fbr what he had 
done, and the loathſomeneſs of the 
prifon,” in 4 fe days carriect him to 


* 1. and the, warld. was at 
once eliyered from the in s 8 
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nee "thing was 85 x ready for 2 
union of the 27 lovers: : 
the whole” company repaired to the 
country, and the next day's early fon 
was to light the torch of Hymen. 
From the moment of their arrival at 
the manſion, Lucilla had diſappeared. - 
Mademoiſelle Dangeot, Durichemont, 
and young de Fumeterre ſought for 
her, without finding her: they are 
diſturbed, uneaſy ; every one is alarm- 
ed: a young girl belonging to the 
houſe-keeper ' ſhewed the place to 
lin which 


14 


» 
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which the lovely Lucilla had. retired; 
It was a little pavilion in the middle of 
the garden. They run, they fly 
thither:---The fair, the affeQing Lu- 
Her lover; utters a piercing ery, em 
braces ber knees, looks up. ie her, 
endeavours to ſpeak to her- 
benumbed tongue refuſes to articulate 
Jounds. Den W. fad Mader 
— — Were 
misfortune, which we know not of ? 
Ak! be not afraid: whatever may 
have happened, thy ſentiments render 
che. eſtimable, and thou wilt always 
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beo.” No, my friend; replied I. . 
cilla, fobbing, I cinnot be happy 

| Can vou think that, divine char- 
mer, cried Durichemont, Who had 
begun to recover himfelf! Jon once 
allied me that my Ibve, my "reſpect, 
my eſteem, would - conftitnte your 
Happhries4" thatthe idea of yoit be- 
ing able to render me happy, afforded 
vou the higheſt ſatisfaction: my Lu- 
An then ho bbager det 
dre are 5 ——— 
love you; yes---a thouſand times more 
chan 1 do myſelf and my own 
Happineſs: But, dear lover, when J 
believed that I could make you hap- 
py 3" when you thought ſo too, we 
26 both 
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bath deceived ourſtlves( . 
« Heavond what do vou tellime “ 
„ Pherdruth! Euciltay in [becoming 
your wiſe; would mbktely6ir partake 
in-her-dithonour/—4/ Ceaſe? d& dif- 
tract me -Lucilla “= A convent 
mud hide/your Lacilla: ſhe will there 
lamt JG her faults perhaps inan 
Ker leder h. Sobs ſuffocated Duriche- 
mon 81 Mademoiſelle Dangeot re- 
Plled- e her” friend; 4 Cruerl can 
yowthavaflia Mu, and die J a5 al 
erence morn; is this a 
ae e On y arch hes; Fa 
r Hght track me: I frür & Hhoufand 
abe Epe " uiider' Pürtchemente 
Bept and under fine: Wat f thou! 


bonding Gd 
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Kü to me a ſetret voice, wretch, 
deſtined by an infamous creatute tb 
beoome the victim of the bratality df 
men, ſhalt thou be wedded to the moſt 
amiable, the moſt generousof mortals! 
Nol thou doſt not deſerve it. Thou 
would'ſt, reproach, thyſelf with being 
a ſhake cheriſhed; in bis boſain....1 
have yielded, my friend, to theſe in 
ward cries, — .“, Lucilla, replied the 
amiable, Pangeot, think, of pour pa- 
rents! Vouare goingto killyoun mother 
Vith Srief.— Shut. yourſelf, u up bind a 
conyent! you] whilſt; you doght te 
1 mother of a family, vou render 
vgurſelf uſeleſs to. ſociety, to yourſelf, 

70 empel to; thoſg who, love; vou 
Ah! Lucilla, are impradences. to- be 
BiB | | atoned 
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atoned for. by a crime!”—* You ſeck 
my death, ſaid Durichemont to her: 
tenderly - At this inſtant Monſieur 
and Madame de Fumetetre, old 
Monſieur, d'Anville, | the father and 
| mother of Mademoiſelle Dangeot ap- 
peared. Lucilla throws herſelf at 
the feet of her parents. Dear 
papa, my tender mother, ſaid ſhe to 
them, heaven has reſtored you your 
ſon: may he long enjoy your parental 
nden be is maths: of it: for 


. 


in ſolitude, my not deſerving the 25 


name of your daughter, and the 
title; (0 dear to my heart 1) of wife 
to Monſieur Durichemont. I re- 

| member 


be mother of 


id to me a [ſecret voice, wretch, 


deſtined by an infamous creatute to 
become the victim of the bratality of 
men, ſhalt thou be wedded to the moſt 
amiable, the moſt generousof mortals! 
Nol thou doſt not deſerve it; Thon 
would'it reproach. thyſelf, wi th being 
>; ſnake cheriſhed; in bis hom. 1 
have yielded, my friend, to theſe in 
* eries e rar ine 
rents] ane Wen "on fo 
Fig griek.=-> Shut. yourſelf, up in 
convent! you whilſt; you Geht to 
of a family, Ju render 
and, cred. to: thoſs, who , lov Gate 7 
Ah! , are: imprudences.to be 


35 


atoned 
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atoned for. by a crime. You ſeek 
my death, ſaid Durichemont to her: 
what, return for having loved you ſo 
tenderly l -- At this inſtant Monſieur: 
and Madame de Fumetetre, old 
Monſieur, d'Anville, the father and 
mother of Mademoiſelle Dangeot ap- 
peared- Lucilla throws: herſelf at 

the feet of her parents. Dear 

papa, my tender mother, ſaid ſhe to 
them, heaven has reſtored you your 
ſon: may he long enjoy your parental 
goodneſs: he is worthy of it: for 
me, there remains only to lament, 


in ſolitude, my not deſerving he 


name of your daughter, and the 
title; ( dear to my heart?) of wife 
to Monſieur Durichemont. J re- 


member 
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member the coe my uneld pave 
me, before he Row ho Twis's thy: 
were directed by reaſon and prudence. 
One day this warm pation which my 
lover and I noifeel will cor will 
Pethaps be quite extingtiſhed in my 
huſband: he will then whe” in his 
companion nouglit but à woman of! 
doubtful virtue, whole innoeenee may 
have been repeatedly f violated, ig 
nominiouſiy ſullied, during an abode 
of fix months in the houſe of an in- 
famous · that thought is diſtrucking: 
it forces from me bitter tears Ak! 
what hinders him even now from 
looking upon theſe tears, as a gullty 
diſſimulation ! Ah! Lucilla, 
* n are theſe all your 


fears? 
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feats pam happy, if I have no 
others tg. encquntera r, Hie not 


theſe, then already too, many? The 


mother, f your, children, would. not 


be ſpotleſs, in · the eyes. of, her huſb--- 


—* Speak, Sir,. peak, cried -cagerly, 


Durichemont, addreſſing himſelf to 
Lucilla's /father.;, you, know all; in- 
form her. Hark ee, my dear 


daughter, ſaid Monſieur de Fume-, 
terre; thy delicacy, if thou doſt not 


carry it too far, is a virtue the more: 


wilt thou yield, if we tell thee that 
thy lover, and we ourſelves, have heard 


thy juſtification, from a mouth, which, 


on this occaſion, could not be ſyſ- 


pected ? And immediately he repeated . 
to her what they had overheard at 


La 


— 


24 LUCILLA: Or, 
Ea Courton' s. An ineffably ſweet 
ſmile irradiated Lucilla's countenance; ; 
ſhe held out her hand to the extatic 
Durichemont : Mademoiſelle Dan geot 
wept for joy: old d' Anville was 
eaſed of a heavy load: he confÞlained 
of their not having informed him of | 
ſo intereſting a diſcovery, —Monficur 
Durichemont treaſured it up on pur- 
_ poſe to encreaſe your joy on his wed-. 
ding-day, replied Monſieur de Fu- 
meterre. ; 5 


| Nothing but joy was then thought 
&; The affectionate Durichemont 

| and the eſtimable Lucilta laviſhed 
mutually on each other the moſt en- 
dearing careſſes. They were not the 
; 1 | only 
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only ones who waited impatiently for 
the coming of the next day. The 
pretty Dangeot, and young de F ume- 
terre wiſhed it as earneſtly as they. At 
len gth the day ſhone, when the two | 
lovely pairs proceeded together to the 
altar, and bound themſelves by facred 
oaths. After having given her hand 


and her faith to her dear Duriche- 


| mont, Lucilla conld have wiſhed for an 


eighth ſacrament *, to render the ties 
of friendſhip as indiſſoluble as thoſe 


of love: ſhe would not have heſitated a 


moment to tie that knot with the char- 


ming Dangeot, now become her ſiſter. 


* The Roman Catholics reckon pa won | 


of which marriage is one. 


THE END: 
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